' NICHOLAS L ZINGARELL-
2937 DELCOURT OR o
DECATUR GA 30033-2446 .

" BUDDIES:

Our‘coﬁmander, jack Lyon, ask that I give you a brief
;*hispory of the purchase of our clubhouse. I£f I geem to be
a bit running off at the mouth please bearlwith'an 0ld man
for he has nothing to do but talk.

T was elected commander in 1943. Most of you wexe in
World Waxr 11 at that time . Realizing when you returned that
you would need a place where you and your’buddies could meet,
and tqs members of our post having a burning desire to have
a Legion Home, I gave an interview to the papers that the
pogt would build a $40,000 ciubhouse to be finished by the
time you returned. We xecelved publicity from the newspapers
'greater_than expected. We wéxe committed, The next question
was how to get the money;'

1 called our treasurer, Waldoe Cagle, and asked him how
much we had in the advertising fund. He said about $260,00,
I told him we were going to plve a free supper at the Cahdler
llotel to our members at our next meeting. Our membership was
about 60 or 70. Waldo thought I was crazy, but the notice of
a free supper brought out nearly every one of them.

1f my memory serves me right we had 59 members at this

dinner meeting. When the meal was gobbled up and every one
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seemed happy I got up and told them we were going to build a
clubhouse at a cost of $40,000, and they, the members present,
were golng to be the first to chip in towards that goal. We

received money and pledges to the tune of $2,QQG,00 glve ox
take a little.

The campaign was in full swiﬁg. The next thing was more
publicity, and having some experience as a newspaper man I had
a little advantage. We were going strong in that fieid, The
following week Mr. Guy Rutland, Sr. called me on the telephone
and waﬁted to know where 1 was going to get al;'that money. 1L
honestly told himlI didn't krow, but we would get it onelway oxr

‘the other. Mr. Rutland told me to meet him at the East Lake
Gountry Club for supper one evening and wanted to know if Scott
Candler could come along. Scott and 1 shbwed up. Guy had
asgembled a group of contractors like himself, and after dinner
asked me to explain what I wanted. Scott came to my rescue for
I was a very poox speakér. When thét evenlng was cvei‘l;came
away with $6,200.00 in my pocket from these gentlemen. That
made us about $9000.00 we had towards our goal of $40,000.00.

The next day or two I was called by one of our 1egionna§.xess
and a member of our post at this time but who was a member of
another post at that time, Mr. Norman Elsas. He wanted to know
if the publicity he séw in the newspapers was true, and if so,

did we have anything in mind towards a clubhouse. He then asked
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if ﬁe Would éonsidgy the purchase of the Ingleslde Countty
club in Avondale Estates. To be frank, 1 almost droPped
the telephone. Our Judge Advocate, L. R, Billups, and 1
used to ride past these grounds and comment that this was
a perfect site for our clubhouse.

The executive commlttee met and I placed the proposition
before them. They ail fully agxeedrghat how to get the money
was the next step. We then opened an office on the east slde
of the courthouse and placed a temporary building on the
sidewalk leading to the entrance, and the Ladies Auxiliary
stayed in this house during the daytime, and the legilonnaires
stayed at night, all requesting donations tcwards the building
of the clubhouse. We begged, pleaded, and with more publicity
until there wasn't a week that Decatﬁr and Atlanta did not
know that Harold Byrd Post was going to.build a clubhouse.
Substantially everyone who stopped gave us & donation. Most
of them gave us $25.00 or an §18.75 war bond. With each do-
nation the commander gave a card which provided that their son
oy daughter, or neighbor's son or daughter, who wags in the
service upon receiving his or her honorable discharge was
automatically entitled to one year's membership in Harold Byfd

Post 66.
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As we saw thé‘money coming in day aftex day Mr. Elgas
contacted me again and sald the stockholdexs were ready to
gsell and we could have the club for $25,000.00. We paid
what money we had and bought all of the stock in the ihglea
side Country Club by giving our notes, and the stockholders
surrendered the certificates and accepted these notes.

Here T would like to mention some of the names of the
members largely respongible for what we have t§day. 1 may
overlook some, but if I do it will be that age is taking its
toll and not intentiohal= Seott Candlex shculd‘be first be-
cause of his work in BVLs iy L e o WAl reorganizing
 our post éfter it had been. dormant some eight years; Noah J.
Stone, o@r present Judge Advocate; Bubber Smith, deceased;

Lynest P. Johnson, deceased; Lanier R. Billups, Judge Advocate
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at that time; Claude W. Blount who was our building txeasurer
and a member of this post until two years ago; Roy P. Tull
Sergeant =-at-Arms, deceased; Armand J. Schlirf, Adiutant, now
deceased; C. W. Mitchell; Paul Mack, one of oux chartex &eﬁbers;
B. Hugh'ﬂuxgess; Vernon R. Frank, deceased; Frank Thomas; Frank
Cagle; Waldo Cagle; and Roger H. Bell. There are scores of
others whose names do not come to me at the present time.

1 would 1like to mentlon L, W, Morris, Walter Parxis, Fay
Robarts and Percy Plant, all of these not belng eligible to -

belong to the leglon.
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There were about 20 or 25 stockholders in the Ingle-
wglde Country Club, and as money éame into oux headquaxtexs
1 would go to each stockholder and present our check for
tﬁé amount of his stock or to take up our notes . Almoét
without exception when pafment was made the stockholdex
would give us a don'at:i.or‘I9 and this ie&uced the entire c03t 
of the Ingleside Country Club from the'briginal price of
§25,000.00 to a mere $19,000.00. |

The entire amount was pald off during the year I_was
comuander with the exception of one stockholder - - J;Mx.
L. J. Weinberg. When T went to him with our c¢heck, he showed
me the stock and a $1000.00 wax bond he had just purchased:
for his son who was in’the service overseas at that time.
He said "it is a souveniyr, I won't wiss it" and refused to

take our check or to surrender the certificate of stock. To

this day he has not asked for payment and that is approximate1§ "f f

ZOIyears ago. Other than that I have here the stock of all
the shares if you should care to examine them. ? |
Ve tbok charge of the club on Apxril 1, 1944 aid ii becanme
Harold Byrd Post 66. We had to do some organizing, but 1it£lé
did we know the cost, trouble, and details of maintaining a

club, 1In the sale of the club to us the stockholders of



Ingleside Countrylclub asked oux ﬁledge to keep Pop Ltving«.
stona as pro as long as he lived or we ounad the facilifies,
and to this date I am happy to report that we have kept our
pledge and are pleased with having him. He is rqspeéﬁed and
‘honored throughout the entire golfing faternity of this state.
This Ls another instance whexe people relied upon the oral
promige of the Amexican legion and we have kept our word.
We experiencéd a flve ln the kitchen.which required
considerable repalrs, and later on we had a real fires and
it was necessary to reconstruct a substantial part of the o
building. This put us in the hole again, and through con- |
servativL management we are once more out of debt. Our club-
house, as it stands, Loday, is free from debt, and we are. in é :
position to go foxward with our leglon work. _\ié“
The expresslon in 1943 and in subsequent years by the
Veterans of World War L was that we desired a leglon home,
and to provide it fox, our sons who returned from World War 11,

and we are heve tonight to help celebrate the turning of & new

leaf in the biack and not In the red any longer. let's try to

fA
keep it that way. 7&%7£{ C U;iﬁb zxcﬂ
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