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D
ear valued readers,

Welcome to the first Deca-
turish.com e-edition, a digi-
tal product designed for you, 
because you are one of our 
more than 1,300 financial su-

pporters.  
Katrina Junkin, our director of opera-

tions, did the layouts for us. Assistant Editor 
Alex Brown gave everything a good look over. 
The writers your contributions support filled 
the pages of this e-edition with great stories. 
Most of the awesome photos you’ll see here 
were taken by Dean Hesse. Jeff Cochran, our 
director of advertising, got in touch with 
clients who were more than happy to contri-
bute their large, high resolution ads to this 
publication.

Our plan is to distribute the e-edition on 
or around the first of every month. It will 
contain the best stories we’ve published the 
month prior. For regular readers, most of 
these stories will not be news to you but we 
hope you will find some stories you may have 
missed and that you will enjoy seeing them 
in this new format. While we eventually plan 
to produce exclusive content for this publi-
cation (content that will be published online 
later), our first few issues will be focused on 
fine-tuning the mix of content and creating 
fun, engaging page layouts for our readers.

When we first discussed this idea, the in-
tent was to produce a limited print run. The 
economic chaos caused by COVID-19 and the 
cost of printing put that idea on hold, but if 
any of you want to print this yourselves for 
you or your neighbors, you totally can. And 
if you do, please send me a photo so I can 
see it! Otherwise, we invite you to enjoy this 
e-edition on your tablet or your desktop com-
puters. 

It’s been a busy and distressing year for 
many of us, including our family. Like many 
of you, we have been gritting our teeth and 
grinding through digital learning. We’ve wa-
tched the news and wondered what other 
wonderful surprises 2020 has in store for us. 

But we’re OK. We’re surviving. We’re 
making it work, doing more with less and 

Thank you to our 
paying supporters

discovering things about ourselves that we 
didn’t know or had forgotten.

I’m personally growing one metric ass ton 
of tomatoes. I planted six plants thinking 
only a few would take, but they all did. Fun 
fact: All Decaturish supporters are entitled to 
one or more of my tomatoes while supplies 
last! 

I’m also stepping up my game in the ki-
tchen, learning to cook more challenging 
dishes while improvising with what I have. 
I made my own ribs in the oven the other 
day and to my shock, they were pretty tasty. 
They’re not as good as Community Q’s ribs, 
but they’ll do. (Community Q is the best of 
the best and yes, I am willing to fight about 
it.) I improvised a stir fry dish that we’ll pro-
bably be eating once a week around here. Ru-
mor has it, bacon was involved. 

We’re learning and growing, and we wish 
the same for you. That may be the best thing 
that comes from all of this. We will leave 
this pandemic behind us with more perspec-
tive on our lives and more appreciation for 
the little things like a homecooked meal or 
snapping ripening maters from their vines. 

As always, it is our privilege to help you 
learn more about your community as the edi-
tors and producers of Decaturish.com. This 
magazine represents a small sliver of what we 
do, wonderful work that you support throu-
gh your contributions every month. While 
I’d love to gift you all a bottle of champagne 
or a rack of Community Q ribs (or both), this 
e-edition and the possibility of free ‘maters 
will have to do. We believe the e-edition will 
entertain and enlighten you for many years 
to come. 

And if it doesn’t, please remember that we 
don’t give refunds. 

My best to you and yours. Stay healthy and 
safe. Please request your absentee ballot if 
you haven’t already. Vote. We’ll see you again 
in October. 

                           —Dano

Dan Whisenhunt
Editor & Publisher

F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R

https://www.chamberlainfa.com/
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ABOVE, TOP: A multitude of fireflies come together to form the likeness of George Floyd on 
the holographic image projected at the Historic DeKalb County Courthouse on the Square 
during the Decatur stop of “A Monumental Change: The George Floyd Hologram Memorial 
Project.”

ABOVE, BOTTOM: Medina Neenah Adrianne (r) holds a candle showing the likeness of Harriet 
Tubman during a libation ceremony as part of the tour stop.
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D
ecatur, Ga. — “A Monumen-
tal Change: The George 
Floyd Hologram Memorial 
Project,” came to the Deca-
tur Square July 31, 2020, pro-
jecting a holographic image 

of George Floyd near where a Confederate 
monument once stood for over 100 years at 
the Historic DeKalb County Courthouse. 
 
The county removed the monument in June. 
 
The project is a collaboration between the 
George Floyd Foundation and Change.org, 
and according to Change.org it seeks to re-
place the monuments of racist confederate 
memory with symbols of solidarity and jus-
tice. In Decatur, Y. Caron Harding, Atlanta’s 
onsite coordinator for Change.org said, “We 
see this more as a reflective commemora-
tive kind of event more so than a protest.” 
 
Floyd’s death on May 25 in Minneapolis tou-
ched off a nationwide wave of protests against 
police violence. An officer, Derek Chauvin, pla-
ced his knee on Floyd’s neck, choking him to 
death. Those protests sparked a national con-
versation about race and those conversations 
led to the removal of Confederate monumen-
ts around the country, including Decatur’s. 
 
The art project has been traveling the country 
and appeared in Richmond, Va. and Asheville, 
N.C., according to 11 Alive.

George Floyd 
Hologram 

Memorial Project 
visits Decatur

PHOTOS BY DEAN HESSE



ABOVE, TOP: A multitude of fireflies come together to form the likeness of George Floyd on 
the holographic image projected at the Historic DeKalb County Courthouse on the Square 
during the Decatur stop of “A Monumental Change: The George Floyd Hologram Memorial 
Project.”

ABOVE, BOTTOM: Medina Neenah Adrianne (r) holds a candle showing the likeness of Harriet 
Tubman during a libation ceremony as part of the tour stop.
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ABOVE: People in attendance react as local author & activist P. D. Battle speaks 
during the tour stop on the Decatur Square. BOTTOM LEFT: A likeness of Breonna 
Taylor by artist Ashley Dopson is seen in the foreground as author & activist P. D. 
Battle recites an original poem in memory of George Floyd during the tour. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: School Board member Jana Johnson-Davis was one of around 75 people in 
attendance to witness the tour stop. Photos by Dean Hesse.
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D
ecatur, Ga. — As plans take 
shape for the start of the 2020-
21 school year, the organizers 
of the annual Madison Avenue 
Soapbox Derby announced 
via press release on Wednes-

day a special partnership with Decatur Edu-
cation Foundation (DEF) to help students and 
working families meet the challenges of vir-
tual learning.

The decision by City Schools of Decatur 
to begin the year online protects community 
health but creates some complications as well, 
from gaps in technology and supplies to access 
to food and supervision.

The “Ramp to Success” initiative — named 
for the ramp structure that helps soapbox ra-
cers achieve a faster start on the race course 
— will raise funds for the DEF Family Partner-
ship, focused on five areas of need: virtual lear-
ning support, tutoring, mentoring, behavioral 
health, and parental supports. Learn more at 
http://www.decatureducationfoundation.org/
covidlearning.

Gail Rothman, executive director of DEF, 
shared, “Since 2002, Decatur Education Foun-
dation has been a key partner of City Schools 
of Decatur with a mission of connecting peo-
ple, resources and ideas to solve the challenges 
facing our students. While we could not have 
anticipated these particular challenges, our 
goal is to ensure that all students are supported 
during virtual learning and that families know 
where to turn to for resources to ensure equi-
ty across the district. Together we can mitigate 
the negative impact that virtual learning can 
have on certain students.”

The 10th annual Soapbox Derby, originally 
scheduled for early October, has been postpo-
ned due to the ongoing pandemic. The event, 
started by a group of neighbors in 2011, has 
become a Decatur tradition and through local 
business sponsorships, participation by racers 
and community giving, has raised a combined 
$180,000 for local nonprofits serving youths.

“While we won’t host the race this year, 
‘Ramp to Success’ is a creative way to put the 
energy of the Derby crew, sponsors and fans 
toward an immediate need while staying true 
to our mission to give all Decatur kids the 
opportunity to succeed,” said Madison Avenue 
resident and Derby representative Raul Tru-
jillo.

Sponsorships from businesses, families and 
individuals will go directly to support tutoring, 

Soapbox Derby organizers team up 
with Decatur Education Foundation to 

support virtual learning

mentoring, scholarships to satellite learning 
centers for low-income families, emergency 
food assistance and DEF Grants that fund crea-
tive solutions to COVID learning challenges 
that will ensure equity across the district and 
help reduce the widening of educational de-
ficits during virtual learning. 

To make a donation please go to madisona-
vesoapboxderby.org/donate.

Oakhurst Market has signed on as a presen-
ting sponsor for the initiative, offering families 
who donate to “Ramp to Success” benefits ran-
ging from free kids meals to a $75 gift certifi-
cate.

Images provided to Decaturish.com

https://huntingtonhelps.com/
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Stone Mountain, Ga. — A “Defending Stone Mountain” rally that was intended to 
take place at Stone Mountain Park and organized by right-wing militia groups took 
to the streets of the city of Stone Mountain after the park closed its gates for the 
day on August 15, 2020.
A large group of counter-protesters assembled, outnumbering the right-wing 
militias as the two groups faced off for several hours before they were dispersed 
by local law enforcement officials and the Georgia National Guard.

P H O T O S  B Y  D E A N  H E S S E

ANTI-RACIST PROTESTERS 
CONFRONT MILITIA GROUPS 

IN STONE MOUNTAIN

(PHOTO)



11DECATURISH.COM

(PHOTO)

OPPOSITE PAGE AND RIGHT: 
Counter protesters and right-wing 
militia members face off during 
a rally in the city of Stone Moun-
tain. 

BELOW, RIGHT: Right-wing pro-
testers took to the streets of the 
city to” Defend Stone Mountain” 
after Stone Mountain Park denied 
a permit and closed on August 15, 
2020.

BELOW, LEFT: Counter protesters 
burn a Confederate flag during a 
rally in the city of Stone Moun-
tain.
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“Never, ever be afraid 

to make some noise 

and get in good trouble, 

necessary trouble.” 

REMEMBERING 
JOHN LEWIS



After lying in state at the U.S, Capitol, John Lewis returned to Atlanta on July 29. A motorcade comprised of 
dozens of police motorcycles and buses carrying family members made its way through downtown Atlanta 
passing by a mural of Lewis in the Sweet Auburn neighborhood before arriving at the Georgia State Capitol 
around 1:45 P.M. A private ceremony and public viewing followed and funeral services were held July 30 at 
Ebenezer Baptist Church for the beloved civil rights leader who served 17 terms in the U.S. House of Repre-
sentatives.

PHOTOS BY DEAN HESSE
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Eight-year-old Decatur boy 
puts together 100 packages 

for foster care kids

D
ecatur, Ga. — Decatur resident 
Myles Garrett wanted to find a 
way to help children who are 
homeless, in foster care or 
have families with low inco-
me. After conducting his own 

research, the eight-year-old created a Target 
registry for his family and friends to donate 
towards his cause. He put together 100 bags of 
pajamas and hygiene products with personal 
notes to each child and delivered them to Fa-
milies First, Georgia’s largest family and chil-

dren’s services organization in metro Atlanta.
For 130 years, Families First has been 

making an impact on the lives of families and 
children in need in the metro Atlanta area. 
During the pandemic, they’ve adapted to still 
safely serve children in foster care and their 
families as well as coordinate adoptions (in 
one case, in a parking lot due to hospital res-
trictions).

Garrett’s work goes to show that age doesn’t 
make a difference when it comes to helping 
others.

Myles Garrett, 8, with his deliveries to Families First. Image provided to Decaturish

BY ALEX BROWN

https://www.northpointe.com/home-lending/get-started/laura-witte/?utm_source=decaturish.com&utm_campaign=decaturish.com&utm_medium=referral
https://carlos.emory.edu/wrapped-up-in-reading?utm_source=decaturish.com&utm_campaign=decaturish.com&utm_medium=referral
https://high.org/exhibition/picture-the-dream-civil-rights-childrens-books/?utm_medium=Decaturish&utm_source=300x250&utm_campaign=PictureTheDream
https://fernbankmuseum.org/?utm_source=Decaturish&utm_medium=Digital&utm_campaign=WildSide
http://hopeclinic.emory.edu/covid-19/index.html
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D
ecatur, Ga. —The jurors of a collaboration between 
MARTA Artbound and Decatur Arts Alliance have selec-
ted three artists to create public art works for the East 
Lake, Decatur, and Avondale MARTA stations, Mayor 
Patti Garrett announced in a Decatur City Commission 
meeting Monday evening.

The project received more than 140 responses from Black artists 
around Georgia and even from outside the state, said Garrett.

The panel of jurors included artists Austin Blue, Shanequa Gay, and 
Ed Lee.

The selected artists are Jamele Wright Sr., Kristine Mays, and Derri-
ck Phillips Sr. Their work is planned to be displayed this fall, according 
to the Decatur Arts Alliance.

Jamele Wright Sr.
Born and raised in Ohio, at the age of 22 Jamele Wright, Sr. mo-

ved with his family to Atlanta, Georgia. While raising a family Jame-
le produced art, jazz, and poetry events throughout Atlanta. Realizing 
that there were many young artists not being represented he started a 
gallery called Neo-Renaissance Art House. After curating the gallery for 
over a year Jamele was inspired to pursue his own artistic career. After 
a number of solo and group exhibitions, Mr. Wright graduated from 
Georgia State University with a B.A. in Art History. He concentrated on 
African and African American Contemporary Art. Jamele graduated 
with Masters of Fine Art from School of Visual Arts in Manhattan, New 
York. He completed a fellowship at Project for Empty Spaces in Newark, 
New Jersey.

Kristine Mays
Kristine Mays, a San Francisco native has been an exhibiting artist 

since 1993. She was the Grand Finale Winner in 2015 of the 5th Annual 
Bombay Sapphire Artisan Series National Competition. Her work inclu-
des human forms sculpted out of wire.

A participant in the San Francisco Open Studios program for over 20 
years, Kristine has also served on the Board of Directors for ArtSpan-- 
the Producers of SF Open Studios and has participated on several of 
their committees. Kristine served as the 2011-2013 artist-in-residence at 
the Bayview Hunters Point Shipyard in San Francisco.

Seeking to create impact and change with her art, Kristine has par-
ticipated in raising thousands of dollars for AIDS research through the 
sale of her work by collaborating with organizations like Visual Aid, the 
San Francisco Alliance Health Project and WE-Actx. Her work has re-
ceived local and national press including mentions in the San Francisco 
Chronicle, New York Times, The New York Post, The Washington Post, 
Source Magazine, Artsy, and the interior design blog Apartment Thera-
py. She is represented by Simon Breitbard Fine Arts in SF, the Richard 
Beavers Gallery in Brooklyn and Zenith Gallery in Washington DC.

Derrick Phillips Sr.
Derrick Phillips Sr. is a mixed media artist who lives and works in 

Lawrenceville, Ga. A native of East Point, Georgia, his art pays homa-
ge to the African-American diaspora taking on the social and political 
issues intertwined with the inherited resilience of the black race. He 
primarily works in wood assemblages combined with a mixture of 
charcoal and acrylics.

(PHOTO) (PHOTO)

ARTISTS SELECTED FOR 
MARTA ARTBOUND, 

DECATUR ARTS 
ALLIANCE COLLAB

By Alex Brown
The platforms at the Decatur MARTA Station. Source: Wikimedia Com-
mons

https://www.mathnasium.com/decatur?utm_source=decaturish.com&utm_campaign=decaturish.com&utm_medium=referral
https://theroseandhemp.com/?utm_source=decaturish.com&utm_campaign=decaturish.com&utm_medium=referral


ABOVE, TOP: Sophia Godfrey, 6, shows her paint covered glove while volunteering with her 
mother Mijha Godfrey to help paint the Black Lives Matter mural on N. McDonough Street in 
Decatur on August 22, 2020. 
BOTTOM: Volunteers Stella Grow, 8, and her father Brian Grow help paint the Black Lives 
Matter mural on North McDonough Street. 
LEFT: Sisters Julia Robinson, 10, and Patricia Robinson, 15, hug each other at the Black Lives 
Matter mural painting event on North McDonough Street.
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D
ecatur, Ga. — Community vo-
lunteers, organizers, and ar-
tists showed up to Downtown 
Decatur on Saturday to paint a 
mural along North McDonou-
gh Street proclaiming “Black 

Lives Matter.”
Despite an initial forecast of rain, the sun 

shined down on volunteers and artists of all 
ages as they helped to fill in the stenciled de-
signs.

The mural was approved by the city com-
mission at the beginning of August, and Com-
missioner Lesa Mayer played a significant role 
in organizing the project.

Three Black artists — Sharanda Wilburn, 
George F. Baker III, and Petie Parker — were 
responsible for the design of the mural, with 
each artist creating a concept for one word of 
the phrase.

The location was chosen because it runs in 
front of the campus of Decatur High School and 
is a prominent street in the downtown area. 
Decatur High School’s community has been ra-
ttled by several racist incidents this year, and 
organizers felt that the mural would create a 
more accepting environment for students who 
eventually will return to the school building. 
(Like most other metro Atlanta public schools, 
Decatur High is closed and students are lear-
ning virtually due to the COVID-19 pandemic.)

For the full story and more photos, visit ht-
tps://decaturish.com/2020/08/photos-commu-
nity-volunteers-paint-black-lives-matter-mu-
ral-on-north-mcdonough-street/

Community volunteers paint Black Lives Matter 
mural on North McDonough Street

BY ALEX BROWN & PHOTOS BY DEAN HESSE

https://decaturish.com/2020/08/photos-community-volunteers-paint-black-lives-matter-mural-on-north-m
https://decaturish.com/2020/08/photos-community-volunteers-paint-black-lives-matter-mural-on-north-m
https://decaturish.com/2020/08/photos-community-volunteers-paint-black-lives-matter-mural-on-north-m
https://decaturish.com/2020/08/photos-community-volunteers-paint-black-lives-matter-mural-on-north-m


ABOVE, TOP: Sophia Godfrey, 6, shows her paint covered glove while volunteering with her 
mother Mijha Godfrey to help paint the Black Lives Matter mural on N. McDonough Street in 
Decatur on August 22, 2020. 
BOTTOM: Volunteers Stella Grow, 8, and her father Brian Grow help paint the Black Lives 
Matter mural on North McDonough Street. 
LEFT: Sisters Julia Robinson, 10, and Patricia Robinson, 15, hug each other at the Black Lives 
Matter mural painting event on North McDonough Street.
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ABOVE: Volunteers from the community help paint the Black Lives Matter mural 
on North McDonough Street in Decatur on August 22, 2020 BOTTOM LEFT: Brittan 
Wilson, 3, gets set to fist bump mural artist George F. Baker III while his mother 
Brittani Wilson looks on while they help paint the Black Lives Matter mural. BOTTOM 
RIGHT: Cameran Botts of Ellenwood poses at the Black Lives Mural on North 
McDonough Street in Decatur. Photos by Dean Hesse.
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Dear Decaturish,
This letter is addressed to our white nei-

ghbors. But first, a letter to our Black neighbors. 
 
Dear Black brothers and sisters of Decatur,

For far too long, we, your white neighbors, 
friends, brothers and sisters have failed to res-
pond appropriately, equitably, and with huma-
nity to your cries for justice and your demands 
for change.  We have neglected to engage in 
the deep work required to root out white su-
premacy that lives within and among each one 
of us.  Furthermore, we have stalled, excused, 
and lacked the courage to remove visible sig-
ns of hate and white supremacy from our city, 
just as we have failed to demand change and 
dismantle each system (see: all systems) in our 
city infected with the scourge of white supre-
macy.  Shame on us for remaining complicit in 
your continued oppression in our schools, our 
neighborhoods, our city, and our state. 

Though you don’t owe us a damn thing, we 
hope you will take a moment to read the letter 
below that we are addressing to all neighbors 
of White Decatur. 

Dear White Decatur,
It is safe to say that the brutal murders of 

George Floyd, Breonna Taylor, Ahmaud Ar-
bery, Tony McDade, Rayshard Brooks, Elijah 
McClain, and countless others at the hands of 
police over these last months and more recent 
weeks have deeply shaken all of us.  And, pai-
red with the shelter-in-place restrictions of this 
spring and summer and the continuing public 
health crisis we face, we have been forced to 
consider - in ways like never before - what the 
day to day realities of living under constant 
threat and fear for your life might feel like.  

We have learned to calculate risks and plan 
our routes before leaving the house.  When 
we are out, we operate on high alert and take 
caution to cross the street, never knowing who 
might be a threat to our health and safety.  We 
check in with loved ones regularly out of fear 
for their safety, and when we are together, we 
do our best to see each other, connect, and 
communicate from behind the masks we wear 
to protect ourselves and others. 

Sadly, these experiences have always been 
a part of the daily reality for our Black friends, 
neighbors, and loved ones.  For far too long in 
the fight against systemic racism, too many 
white folks have offered little of substance that 

lies beyond the limits of our own comfort, and 
by doing so, we have remained complicit in 
the disgusting myth of white supremacy that 
infects our water, infiltrates our air, and inha-
bits our bodies, minds, and hearts.  

It is well past time for us to ask ourselves 
why.  Why have we been willing to accept less 
for our Black friends and neighbors than we do 
for ourselves for so long now?  Why is it okay 
with us for the people we work with, volunteer 
with, worship with, exercise with, live with, 
go to school with, and play with to be treated 
with less respect, offered fewer opportunities, 
be paid less, receive harsher punishments, and 
more?  And, on a more local level, why, when 
so many of us decried the lack of affordable af-
ter school options for our children in pre-CO-
VID times, did so few of us send our kids to 
the Boys and Girls Club, a well respected and 
affordable option right here in Decatur?  If we 
are to make lasting change, we must closely 
examine our own personal racism and the 
numerous ways it manifests in our thoughts, 
decisions, and daily interactions, and we must 
take intentional, direct, and consistent action 
to root it out. 

We have a lot of work to do as a city as well.  
The reality is that almost every facet of life in 
Decatur is fundamentally segregated.  We con-
tinually celebrate our manufactured public 
image as a progressive place to live, as if it is 
some sort of proof of our goodness as white 
people and our superiority as a city. Yet, we 
continue to see racist displays of expressions 
of power within our own schools and commu-
nity, including racist epithets made during a 
recent school board meeting, and the removal 
of the word “Black” from the Black Lives Matter 
messages on the marquees in front of Renfroe 
Middle School and Westchester Elementary.  
Earlier this year, the reaction to the racist vi-
deo made by a white Decatur High School stu-
dent threatening Black people illustrated how 
we give every possible benefit of every possible 
doubt to white people and hold them to a very 
different standard than we hold Black people.  
By doing so, we not only prove Ta-Nehisi Coa-
tes’ point that “Racism is not merely a simplis-
tic hatred.  It is, more often, broad sympathy 
toward some and broader skepticism towards 
others…,” we also reinforce the dangerous les-
sons of white supremacy and make our Black 
students and neighbors feel unheard, unseen, 
unvalued.  Enough already.  Personal racism 

and systemic racism can only end when peo-
ple dismantle them. And it will take all of us to 
make it happen.

We are a group of white people in Decatur 
working to build competency and capacity 
around anti-racism work so that we can effec-
tively contribute to the movement of challen-
ging and dismantling the racist systems, prac-
tices, and institutions that exist in our own 
community.  We know that white supremacy is 
deeply rooted in every one of us and in each of 
the systems meant to serve the citizens of this 
country - public safety, education, housing, 
justice, the economy, political systems, and 
more.  Decatur and her people are no different, 
which poses a significant long-term threat to 
us all.   

We are engaging in this work as members 
of the Beacon Hill Black Alliance for Human 
Rights, which was founded to empower, advo-
cate, educate, and organize people of African 
descent affected by systemic racism in the city 
of Decatur. By taking leadership from Black 
leaders and community members in Decatur 
and remaining accountable to them in our 
work, we can labor together to dismantle the 
systems that cause such deep harm to all of us 
who live here. 

We simply cannot continue as usual.  
Among countless other examples, we believe 
that as long as Black children are punished 
while their white peers are not for the same 
offenses; as long as we continue to delay and 
dilute efforts toward affordable housing and 
allow unabated gentrification; as long as we ig-
nore the displacement of our Black neighbors 
and therefore enable the destruction of the 
rich history and fabric of the city; as long as 
Black students are discouraged from taking 
advanced classes; as long as we racially profile 
our children and neighbors in businesses, in 
schools, and on the streets; as long as we rein-
force false stereotypes and teach incomplete 
histories; as long as we ignore and are silent 
about racist language and racist behavior; as 
long as we continue to ignore the racist history 
of our city, we cannot continue to say “this is 
not who we are” - as a country, as a city, as a 
people.  Until we do differently, this is exactly 
who we are.  

You might ask:   Can we really create lasting 
change?  We know people have been working 
at this for years and have come together many 
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We’re working to keep your community informed about 
COVID-19. All of our coverage on this topic can be found 

at decaturishscrubs.com

If you appreciate our work on this story, please become 
a paying supporter. For as little as $3 a month, you can 
help us keep you in the loop about what your commu-

nity is doing to stop the spread of COVID-19. 
Visit decaturish.com/support

A
tlanta, Ga.  — The extra pande-
mic money ran out last week. 
So did the eviction moratorium. 
The courts started issuing evic-
tion orders again on Tuesday.

But there’s desperate, and 
then there’s desperate. Because some people 
never got unemployment compensation depo-
sits from the state Department of Labor. And 
right now, they’re well and truly screwed.

These folks have been calling everyone they 
can for months. And the state senators and 
state representatives who have been on the re-
ceiving end of this desperation with no way to 
do anything about it are pissed. They’ve been 
shouting from the church steeple since April 
that the system isn’t working.

State Sen. Sally Harrell has been particular-
ly vocal about the denial problems, and the 
lack of responsiveness to inquiries. She’s been 
fielding phone calls from across her district for 
months, and hasn’t been able to get the depart-
ment to give legislators a pipeline for resolving 
disputes. This is politics 101 – you can’t screw 
with elected officials without consequences.

Legislators have been hosting press confe-
rences all week at 10 a.m. across the state at 
Department of Labor offices to call for imme-
diate action for citizens who haven’t received 
unemployment benefits.

“Commissioner Mark Butler has to step up 
and do his job. He must be held accountable. 
No more excuses! Georgians can’t wait and de-
serve to have their unemployment checks paid 
now,” said Rep. Kim Schofield. “Where is the 
help for Georgians thrown out of work because 
of the pandemic? Why -- for months -- are che-
cks not being processed? It’s a complete gover-
nment breakdown!”

Legislators want the department to prioriti-
ze backlogged unemployment checks, hire and 
train additional staff to investigate and resolve 
claims over 30 days old, establish a morato-
rium on evictions and utility payments across 
the state until the DOL can process their ba-
cklog and to create an emergency call center 
for customer service questions. 

The department responded to the legisla-
tors with … well, a little snark. 

“We here at the Georgia Department of La-

What happened to the pandemic 
money that never arrived?

bor are very disappointed in the actions of cer-
tain members of the Georgia State Legislature,” 
the DOL said in a statement. “After working 
with several Georgia legislators from both si-
des of the aisle, we implemented a process for 
these elected officials to forward information 
to our office regarding older claims. Ironically, 
some of the legislators present at today’s press 
conference have had their constituent issues 
personally handled by the men and wo-
men working inside the location they spoke 
in front of.”

I don’t think anyone views the claim pro-
blem as partisan -- Republicans are just as 
likely to be hurt as Democrats right now. I also 
think this is a managerially-difficult problem 
to solve. 

I had a long talk a month or so ago with 
Mark Butler, the commissioner for the Georgia 
Department of Labor. I was a bit surprised that 
he took my call after I ripped the state over its 
reopening plans earlier this year – a viral Fa-
cebook post suggesting that Governor Brian 
Kemp’s reopening strategy was being driven by 
unemployment compensation issues.

Butler talked through what was happening 
with claims, because I’ve been keenly interes-
ted in one metric that would tell the story here: 
has the proportion of rejected claims risen or 
fallen since the start of the pandemic? If, su-
ddenly, it became harder to claim unemploy-
ment, I might be more willing to suspect mali-
ce in place of error.

My suspicions aren’t exactly unfounded. 
Florida’s governor yesterday said, plainly, that 

G E O R G E  O N 
G E O R G I A

their system had pointless roadblocks desig-
ned to minimize claims.

But the approval rate in Georgia didn’t dip. 
It’s probably a bit higher now than it was be-
fore the pandemic. The problem is volume. 
When 50 times as many people are filing for 
unemployment, problems that can be sorted 
out by a staff of 100 become insurmountable.

The Department of Labor is facing a ma-
nagerial nightmare that some aspiring opera-
tions management graduate student probably 
needs to get a close look at. There is no way to 
simply hire a thousand more clerks to handle 
claims, because sorting out the vagaries of a 
rejected claim takes experience. A brigade of 
new clerks would create more problems than 
they would solve.

The department is also facing a serious 
fraud problem. Not from individual claimants 
– I honestly got the impression that he wasn’t 
particularly concerned about penny ante stuff 
– but from organized crime. Somehow, some 
corporate entities have been trying to game 
the system, creating fake claimants en masse 
and collecting the deposits from a bunch of di-
fferent claims. The Georgia Attorney General’s 
office has been investigating this problem for 
months now, and should announce the results 
soon.

That, of course, doesn’t make someone 
about to be thrown out of their house less screwed. 

 
George Chidi is a political columnist and pu-
blic policy advocate.

http://decaturishscrubs.com
http://decaturish.com/support
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times before to march, protest, 
organize, and mobilize.  And yet here we still stand.  What makes 
this time different?  The answers to these questions are up to you. 
Join us. There is room for everyone to fight white supremacy and 
there are lots of ways to get involved.

If you find yourself ready to engage in this work in more mea-
ningful ways, we would love to share resources and help connect 
you to the work already going on within Beacon Hill and in De-
catur.  There is much work to be done.  We do not have all the 
answers, nor do we always get it right, but we have each been enga-
ged in this work individually and collectively for many years, and 
we intend to remain involved for the rest of our lives.  

To connect with us and the work, please email  
beaconhillba4hr@gmail.com.

- Meagan Berardi, Gretchen D’Huyvetter Cobb, Adam Ho-
rowitz, Meridith Mason-Ward, and Paul McLennan

-------

Dear Decaturish,
This letter is specifically addressed to Gov. Brian Kemp.
I am preparing to fill out a form, but as I sit here debating its 

submission, I want to share my thoughts with you.
I am in a difficult position; you see…I am a nurse.  I am not 

the nurse who is on the front lines, exhausted and suffering from 
PTSD after putting patient after patient in body bags and acting as 
a proxy for their loved ones as they died.  I am the nurse who left 
scrubs behind for a consulting career, wheeling suitcases instead 
of stretchers.   When COVID hit our world, my job turned to re-
motely helping hospitals develop contingency plans, backlogs of 
elective cases, and procuring supplies and staff.

Not being affiliated with a hospital, I signed up to volunteer 
with the Dekalb County Medical Reserve Corp.  This was not new 
to me as I was a member of the GA DMAT medical teams during 
Katrina and 9/11, ready to serve if called.   Throughout this Spring, 
we were never called upon—it seemed that the sheltering in place 
and essential travel restrictions were working.

Now my conundrum:  this week I received notification that our 
state needs my help—but my situation has changed.  You see, my 
94-year-old father in law moved in with us after losing his wife to 
COVID in a Massachusetts memory care home.  If I submit this 
form, I am potentially exposing my family to COVID.  If I do not, 
I am forgoing my oath to serve human welfare and abandoning 
my community, which feels unconscionable.

The lack of a mask mandate is an untenable position.  Its absen-
ce is responsible for this situation…this spike in cases and death…
the shortages of PPE, and unprecedented occupancy rates of ICUs 
in the entire state.  This was all preventable.

While we cannot legislate morality, we can begin to change cul-
ture by hardwiring process, which is exactly what a mask mandate, 
and subsequent fines, would have done.  Our ‘rights’ should be ba-
lanced with our responsibilities to community—something that is 
often overlooked.  This pandemic is unprecedented in our lifetime 
and so is the work it will take to mitigate the virus… which includes 
wearing a mask.  This could have been so simple.

So tell me, sir.  What would you do in my position?  Do I risk my 
family’s lives or leave my fellow nurses without help caring for a 
terrified and vulnerable state? ….Do I push ‘submit?’

Painfully,
CJ Levine

-------

Dear Decaturish,
I had cataract surgery last week and I’m seeing more clearly. 

After the operation, my vision was fuzzy at first. It took a couple of 

days to adjust to the new normal. Now that I’m used to the change, 
it’s delightful to walk through my garden and see colors and textu-
res I haven’t seen for a long time.

My improved vision extends to my frank examination of racism 
taking place in our country. Like the cataracts that clouded my vi-
sion, obstructions of privilege, misinformation, and lack of aware-
ness have been stripped away, revealing a view of our country that 
is stark and shocking. Thanks to new scholarly books, homemade 
videos of police interactions with Black citizens, and recently com-
piled information about racial disparities in matters of health, I 
see things differently. It will take a while to get used to what I’m 
seeing: systemic racism has blighted the lives of Black Americans, 
and I have contributed to it through my lack of awareness. Now 
that I see more clearly, I want to become part of the changes set in 
motion, challenging as they are, that will establish a new way. I’m 
optimistic that, like my cataract-free vision, the new normal will 
be more beautiful than any we can imagine. How to begin?

The month of August aligns with Stage 8 of the Great Round of 
Mandalas. I call this stage Functioning in the World. It is a time of 
clarity, energy, and productivity bringing visions to reality. Becau-
se I believe that the personal is political, and that individuals must 
do their inner work in order to make real change in the way things 
are, I have created a Mandala of Change and Empowerment. It lays 
the groundwork for my joining with others to build a more equi-
table community. I hope you will create this month’s mandala to 
reflect on your challenges and begin forming a vision of the new 
normal, whatever that means to you. Sharing your mandala can 
be a way to reach out to others and contribute to the dialogue of 
community building.

Mandala of Change and Empowerment
1. Draw a circle. Make the circle strong enough so that you 

feel the inside is a safe, protected space. Add line and color 
to make the circle stronger, if needed.

2. Put a symbol of yourself in the center of the circle. It can 
be a photo, drawing, word, shape, or color of your choice.

3. Gather images of sources of support around your center 
symbol: people, animals, activities, places, colors, nou-
rishing foods, fragrances. (Leave space between this area 
of support and the outer mandala circle.)

4. In the empty space inside the mandala circle, place images 
of changes that are challenging These can be represented 
by photos, drawings, words, shapes, colors.

5. Display your mandala somewhere you will see it often. As 
you pass by, let it remind you that you have support throu-
gh the challenges of change. Reflect on how you are benefi-
ting from the challenge of this change. Be specific. Symbo-
lize these benefits in some way in your mandala.

6. Share your mandala with others to spark communication 
and community building.

- Susanne Fincher

(PHOTO)
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T
ucker, Ga.  — Pull up a chair at 
the expansive beer garden and 
dive into a steaming bowl of le-
mongrass curry coconut mussels, 
paired with an ice-cold TKR Pils-
ner. Or munch a salty, hot pretzel 

with a Roaring 20s Radler after a sweaty day of 
working in the yard. Either way, executive chef 
Nicole Fey is waiting to indulge you at Tucker 
Brewing Company.

Chef Fey draws from nearby farmers and 
vendors to pack the menu, including a robust 
offering for kids, with complex flavors. With 
a masters degree in gastronomy from Boston 
University, Fey loves to talk about food chemis-
try, the history of food, and food supply.

“I love an adventure,” said Fey, who has li-
ved in South Korea and cooked in New England 
and Florida.

Fey’s favorite beer is the Georgia Red La-
ger because it’s fun to cook with, she said. The 
menu includes vegan options and German-in-
fluenced dishes.

Owner Ashley Chapman Hubbard is a gra-
duate of The Culinary Institute of America and 
worked in several restaurants before joining 
her family’s business in Tucker. She’s planning 
to use mango and dark cherries in an upco-
ming brew. There’s a coffee-steeped brew on 
tap now, made with Radio Roasters out of De-
catur.

Located on South Bibb Drive, the brewery 
features an 8,500-square-foot patio lined with 
leafy trees, a music stage, cornhole, and a play 
area for kids.

It took months of dealing with permits and 
inspections, said Hubbard, but Tucker Brewing 
Company finally opened its kitchen to the pu-
blic on Aug. 5. Hubbard started the business 
in 2017 with her brother, Ryan Chapman. The 
beer can be purchased at Smoke Rise Bottle 
Shop, C&T Package Store, Ale Yeah, and natio-
nal chains.

Brewery tours are scheduled to return at 
a later date, but Tucktoberfest is coming up 
Sept. 19-Oct. 3 with socially distanced games, 
lederhosen, and music.

One Tucktoberfest game is stein hoisting, 
a classic Bavarian strength game also called 
steinholding. Each player holds a stein full of 

beer, arms extended parallel to the ground, 
until the last person is left holding his drink. 
“Tucktoberfest is an event we do every year. 
This year, with all that’s going on, we decided 
to make it a Munich-style celebration with live 
music, a special menu, fun and traditional Ok-
toberfest games, and our staff wearing lederho-
sen,” said Hubbard. “It’s been hard on everyo-
ne. We are excited to still be able to celebrate in 
a socially distanced way; a way in which people 
can be comfortable and have fun.”

Tucker Brewing Company provides proper 
PPE to staff members and requires masks to be 
worn by the team. They have placed all tables 
six feet apart and “ensure the restaurant’s capa-

F O O D

TUCKER BREWING COMPANY OPENS 
KITCHEN WITH LOCAL FLAVOR

city falls below Georgia state regulations throu-
ghout this time of COVID-19.”

Hubbard and Fey recognize Tucker Beer 
Company is fortunate to be opening when so 
many restaurants are closing.

“We are sensitive to those restaurant ow-
ners and employees who gave it their all this 
spring,” said Hubbard, who noted the outdoor 
space is crucial to the brewery’s success.

Fey added, “We are so happy about 
how the community is responding to our 
opening. We’re aware it’s been hard for 
so many people. Any way we can lift peo-
ple up in the community, we want to do 
that.”

The owner’s sister, Allicen Lottes, on opening night. Tucker Brewing 
Company notes that all their employees are required to wear masks. Image 
provided to Decaturish.com.
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G
reater Decatur, Ga. — The original idea for Exquisite De-
lites was to open a catering business.

After 36 years as a chef and 22 years in Atlanta, ho-
ning his skills at places like Bone’s, the Ritz Carlton, and 
the World Trade Center Atlanta private club, Chef Eric 
Centeno had already slowed his pace a little from the 80-

90 hour weeks expected of an executive chef.
“Family is first for me but being in this industry it’s very hard to 

juggle,” he said.
Centeno and his wife Sandra had sometimes discussed starting a 

business.
“We knew how much it would take and how hard it would be,” he 

said. But when one of his former WTC Atlanta patrons went so far as to 
buy catering equipment so Centeno would cook for an event, the chef 
said, “I started thinking, maybe this could be an opportunity.”

Chef Eric Centeno’s grandfather was a chef in Puerto Rico who then 
opened a grocery store in New York, and Centeno grew up in New York 
cooking with his mother. Food is a passion and a skill he also shares 
with his wife Sandra and their two teenagers, 17-year-old Joel and 
14-year-old Sadia. The Centeno children both contribute to running the 
business along with their parents, and each own 10 percent of it.

“It’s a family business,” Centeno said. “I’m a firm believer in inves-
ting in the neighborhood you live in. We live here. We want to make it 
better.”

When they leased the location at 3411 Covington Drive near the Bel-
vedere Park neighborhood, there was no plan to do anything other than 
cater. The permitting process took eight months longer than expected, 
and the process of renovation was full of the typical surprises.

“This whole thing has been a ride. We signed our lease last year in 
July, and didn’t get our permit to build out until February,” said Sandra 
Centeno.

Then the pandemic happened.
“Right at the end of February, people started canceling. Then March 

was just toast,” said Chef Centeno. “We said, OK, we can ride this out, 
we can wait, and not do anything, or we can just take the opportunity 
and let’s just burn the boats. That’s what we did,” Centeno added.

What to do? Take out. For every day, tacos. And on weekends, a series 
of special “Taste of” dinners featuring a different cuisine every week.

The tacos are excellent.
They came out of a series of experiments in making Mexican food 

with a Puerto Rican Borinquen twist, which Centeno calls Bori-Mex. I 
tried carne asada (beef), pollo tinga (chicken), and shrimp, and each 
was spicy and flavorful in a distinct way.  A family dinner that will feed 
4-6 people includes three proteins, tortillas, rice, beans, and salsa. The 
menu also features Mexican street corn and burrito bowls. 

However, the weekly “Taste of…” dinners are extraordinary. I tried 
Centeno’s take on Persian food, which started with a pickled waterme-
lon salad that was light and had just the right amount of goat cheese 
crema and tarragon vinaigrette, plated with artistic swirls and dabs. I 
sampled both some lamb shank, flavored with cinnamon in a charac-
teristically Middle Eastern style and a citrusy fish. Both were garnished 
with garlic chive flowers and accompanied by roasted tiny eggplants 
and buttery rice cooked with dried cherries. Dessert was a small white 
chocolate cake flavored with rose water and topped with strawberries.

All of this was accompanied by a “Persian Sunrise” cocktail made 
with vodka, cardamom, ginger, and mint. The combination has a tasty 
grapefruit tang and utterly conceals the vodka.  I also tasted a rum pun-
ch which was citrusy and not too sweet.

It’s easy enough to get take-out food these days. However, what many 
people are still missing is the experience of going out to a really good 
restaurant. This is the closest you can get to that experience while still 
at home, with a world tour thrown in.

“We’ve done Taste of France, we’ve done Taste of Spain, Italy, the 
Basque region, the Mediterranean, Haiti,” said Centeno. Future possi-
bilities include Brazil, Japan, and Korea. Centeno said Brazil was giving 
him a bit of trouble because their cuisine is in the process of changing.

“Brazil is going through a resurgence of sorts where they are rea-
lizing that they need to look inward, and figure out who they are and 
develop a fine dining scene off of that,” said Centeno.

One of the fortuitous effects of the Centenos’ original plans going 
by the wayside is that now there is fine dining much closer to the sur-
rounding areas, including Winnona Park and the cities of Avondale 
Estates and Pine Lake than it has historically been. You can get out 
the candles and nice linen if that’s what you like, and have a meal 
prepared with the flavors and skill that many dedicated foodies have 
been missing.

“We’re just trying to reinvent ourselves in order to survive, like 
everyone,” said Sandra Centeno, adding, “We had to do something else. 
And the something else is bringing good food to our neighbors.”

To order a meal for pickup, visit www.exqdelites.com/exqexpress

ABOVE: Executive Chef Eric Centeno, Director of 
Catering Sales/Marketing/VP - Sandra Centeno, 

Kitchen Assistant Joel Centeno (17 yrs.), and 
Kitchen Assistant Sadia Centeno (14 yrs.)  RIGHT: 

Braised Lamb Shank, Charred Tomatoes & On-
ions. Photos provided to Decaturish

Review: Exquisite Delites offers a chance for fine 
dining in the comfort of your home

BY SARA AMIS, CONTRIBUTOR 

http://www.exqdelites.com/exqexpress
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T
ucker, Ga. — Mayor Frank Au-
man opened the Aug. 10 Tucker 
City Council meeting with a slide 
presentation on COVID-19 data, 
commending mask wearers. Au-
man said he studies daily brie-

fings provided by the Georgia Department of 
Public Health (DPH).

Unlike other cities, Tucker has declined to 
make masks mandatory, opting instead to pro-
mote mask usage through a public awareness 
campaign.

The rate of spread is shrinking,” he said, ci-
ting the COVID Tracking Project which repor-
ted Aug. 10 that Georgia’s reproduction rate is 
.93. That means for every person who is positi-
ve for COVID-19, the disease is transmitted on 
average to less than one other person.

Amber Schmidtke, a public health mi-
crobiologist who runs a popular newsletter 
analyzing the state COVID data, said the re-
production rate hasn’t been a useful metric for 
studying the pandemic in Georgia.

“First Rt [reproduction rate] is a metric that 
makes sense on paper but hasn’t been very 
useful for predicting things in this pande-
mic so far, at least, not for Georgia,” she said. 
“For example, we have been at or near 1 this 
whole time, even as cases were growing expo-
nentially. So I really don’t put much stock in it 
whatsoever.”

Data compiled by the DeKalb County Board 
of Health shows the Tucker zip code – 30084 
— is no longer leads the county in COVID-19 
cases. Since April, that zip code has dropped 
from No. 1 to No. 5. As of Aug. 9, the 30084 zip 
code recorded 816 cases, up 72 cases from Aug. 
4. Early on in the pandemic, the number of 
long-term care facilities in Tucker accounted 
for many of the cases in the 30084 zip code.

Mayor Auman said he understands many 
lives have been impacted by COVID-19.

“As a council, as a mayor, we have to look at 
it from a public policy and public health point 
of view,” Auman said. “We talk about numbers 
and trends, not to be insensitive to the indivi-
dual impact, but to get a sense of how things 
are going. There’s reason for encouragement.”

Auman pointed to Georgia DPH statisti-
cs that show DeKalb’s confirmed cases on a 
downward trend. Preliminary numbers show 
DeKalb’s confirmed cases on Aug. 1 were 46, 
while Aug. 10 is 0. The charts Auman used 
during his remarks were compiled by Tucker 
intern Harris Jamal.

But that decline in cases may be an illu-
sion, Schmidtke said.

Schmidtke said the state as a whole hasn’t 
been aggressive in combatting the pandemic.

“We really haven’t done anything as a popu-
lation to slow the spread of disease,” she said, 
noting the state hasn’t adopted a mask man-
date and there’s been no discussion of reinsti-
tuting a statewide shelter-in-place order. “And 
exponential growth doesn’t just stop. I think 
the decline we are seeing in cases is an artifact 
of testing backlogs.”

While Tucker has not adopted a mask man-
date, Auman said Tucker residents have been 
wearing masks, and it shows.

“We have a moral mandate to do the right 
thing. We have a social mandate to consider 

the person near us more important, having a 
priority over ourselves,” he said. “I’d be willing 
to bet, literally, that we have as much, if not 
more, compliance with mask usage in the City 
of Tucker as any city, anywhere, who claims to 
have a mask mandate.”

Auman is proud of Tucker. He encouraged 
people to continue wearing masks and to su-
pport businesses that require them.

“When you go in a business, wear a mask,” 
he said. “If there are other people not wearing 
a mask, ask them to or turn around and lea-
ve. It matters. It makes a difference, and we’re 
seeing a turn around.”

In other business:
• City council members voted unani-

mously to approve a traffic study of 
the triangular intersection at LaVista 
Road, Fellowship Road, and Chamblee 
Tucker Road near Tucker High School. 
City engineer Ken Hildebrandt pre-
sented a plan to pay CHA Consultants 
$52,300 to assess transportation pro-
blems and identify necessary impro-
vements as part of Tucker’s transporta-
tion master plan.

• The city council also voted unanimou-
sly on an agreement with Tucker Sum-
mit Community Improvement District 
(CID) to conduct a traffic engineering 
study at the entrance to Smoke Rise 
Elementary School at Hugh Howell 
Road and Flintstone Drive. Mayor Au-

man said the project is urgent because 
Smoke Rise Elementary is on schedule 
to open fall 2021, if not before. Tucker 
CID plans to contribute $20,000 and the 
City of Tucker will pay the remaining 
$24,000 to Atlas Technical Consultants, 
who plans to address a safe entrance 
to the school. Because Hugh Howell 
is a state road, Tucker is working with 
Georgia Department of Transporta-
tion (GDOT), as well as DeKalb County 
Schools and adjacent property owners 
including Branch Properties.

• Rip Robertson, Tucker Parks and Re-
creation director, asked council mem-
bers to approve a contract to spend 
$165,499, which includes a 10 percent 
contingency, for Steele and Associa-
tes Inc. to upgrade trails and repair 
or replace bridges at Henderson Park, 
Kelley Cofer Park, and Smoke Rise 
Park. Robertson also presented a con-
tract with Keck and Wood Collabo-
ration to develop construction plans 
for the field and infrastructure at the 
Fitzgerald Stadium for $105,500, whi-
ch includes a 15 percent contingency. 
Council approved both items. Robert-
son said contingencies were included 
in both bids because the city has not 
conducted geotechnical studies, used 
to survey land conditions.

BY LOGAN C. RITCHIE, CONTRIBUTOR

TUCKER MAYOR SAYS MASK USE HAS 
LOWERED COVID CASES IN DEKALB COUNTY

Emily Warden, RN takes a specimen at the DeKalb County Board of Health COVID- 19 testing site at 
Rehoboth Baptist Church in Tucker, May 21. Photo by Dean Hesse.
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Decatur, Ga. — Developer Mill Creek Residential is 
planning to construct a mixed-use development at 163 Clai-
remont Avenue that will consist of 194 apartment homes and 
24,500 square feet of retail.

The mixed-use community will be called Modera Deca-
tur.

As Decaturish previously reported, the project is slated 
for the Bank of America downtown branch property. Mill 
Creek Residential plans to build a podium-style develop-
ment with underground parking, street-level restaurants 
and retail shops, and an 194-unit apartment building on 
what used to be the bank’s surface parking lot.

None of those apartments will be designated as affor-
dable housing. A spokesperson for the company said the 
average rent will be $2,996 and units will have an average of 
1,194 square feet. Smaller units — 850 square feet — will cost 
$2,100 a month.

— Dan Whisenhunt

Apartments at redeveloped 
Bank of America property in 
Decatur will cost $3,000 a month

Developer seeks variance for 
East Decatur Station mixed-use 
project

N E W S  I N  B R I E F  

Decatur, Ga. — Real estate developer Northwood Ravin is 
under contract with the property owners of East Decatur Sta-
tion to redevelop most of the block along East College Ave-
nue between Sams Street and New Street into a mixed-use 
residential, restaurant and office space complex.

The new development would include 329 residential uni-
ts — a mix of one, two and three-bedrooms, with an estima-
ted 20 percent of the units to be reserved for buyers with 
an income of 80 percent of the area median income (AMI) 
or lower.

But in order to make the project financially feasible, re-
presentatives say, they will need some exceptions to Decatur 
design standards for buildings in that part of the city.

In keeping with Decatur’s recently adopted inclusionary 
zoning ordinance, new housing developments of at least five 
new units must set aside at least 10 percent of the units as 
affordable for those with incomes at or below 120 percent of 
the area median income (AMI). For rental units, the afforda-
ble housing units must be accessible to those making 80 per-
cent of AMI or lower. The city will annually re-evaluate its 
affordable housing income limits, pegging it to the income 
limits used by HUD for the  Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Marietta 
Metropolitan Statistical Area. Currently, the AMI for this me-
tro area is $82,700 for a family of four. This year, 80 percent 
of AMI for a family of four in metro Atlanta is $66,160.

— Cathi Harris, contributor

Decatur Senior Homestead Tax 
Committee to recommend age 
and income-based exemptions

Decatur, Ga. — The Senior Homestead Tax Exemption 
Committee met Aug. 19 to discuss the recommendations 
they will be making to the City Schools of Decatur Board of 
Education at its next meeting.

The current senior homestead tax exemption was passed 
in 2016, with a five-year sunset, with the stated goals of kee-
ping seniors in the community and reducing new student 
enrollments. However, a study conducted by Georgia State 
University determined that the exemption did not achieve 
either of those goals.

The CSD board expected the exemption to cost the 
school district a $1.2 million incremental increase over the 
existing exemptions. In 2019 however, it cost the district an 
extra $3.5 million in reduced revenues, while in 2020 it cost 
an estimated $5.7 million.

To cover the gap, the CSD Board raised the millage rate 
from 18.66 to 20.25 and re-evaluated its operations. Commi-
ttee member Gwen Hall stated that in the lower elementary 
schools the number of paraprofessionals was reduced and 
also Spanish was cut from four days to three days.  In ad-
dition, the system dipped into its reserves to balance the 
budget.

The committee was charged with reducing the cost of 
the exemption to the originally planned $1.2 million while 
preserving as much of the exemption as possible, especially 
for those on limited incomes. The total amount of senior 
school tax exemptions will be budgeted at $4.3 million.

To that end, the committee recommends two separate 
exemptions: One for seniors 65-69, based on adjusted Fede-
ral adjusted median income, with an exemption value adjus-
ted to reflect home values. The total amount of that exemp-
tion will be capped at $1.1 million

Seniors 70+ will also receive an income-based exemption 
while the rest of the budgeted amount, no more than $3.2 
million, will be distributed to all seniors who are 70+ regar-
dless of income. Utz stated that most or all of the existing 
exemption could be preserved for homeowners who are over 
70, with the caveat that the data the calculations are based 
on must be very carefully evaluated in order to avoid repea-
ting the problems created by the 2016 exemption.

The committee plans to recommend that the CSD board 
get a professional analysis to get detailed information on de-
mographics and income so dollar amounts can be calculated 
more precisely.

— Sara Amis, contributor 

KNO supports change to bike 
lane on Hosea L. Williams Drive

Atlanta, Ga. — The Kirkwood Neighbors’ Organization 
on Aug. 10 voted to send a letter to the city of Atlanta in su-
pport of moving the existing bicycle lane along a section of 
Hosea L. Williams Drive to the curb.

The change will allow existing on-street parking to act as 
a buffer between cyclists and the lanes of automobile traffic.

The section of Hosea L. Williams that will be affected 
runs between Warren Street Northeast and Rogers Street 
Northeast next to Toomer Elementary School. Two bicyclists 
were injured in a hit and run accident at the nearby intersec-
tion of Hosea L. Williams and Saunders last July.

In other news:
– Board of Education member Michelle Olympiadis re-

ported to KNO that Atlanta Public Schools will start August 
24 on a virtual basis. Last year APS was able to provide free 
meals for all students in the district, however this year the 
students at twenty-one schools in the district will have to 
apply for free and reduced meals based on income.

– Atlanta City Councilmember Natalyn Archibong said 
that the City of Atlanta is trying to ensure that everyone is 
wearing masks while out in public, and to that end will be 
using funding from the CARES act to provide masks to resi-
dents who don’t have them.  United Way has $22 million to 
administer for eviction protection and utility shut off pre-
vention. Recipients must be within the city limits of Atlanta. 
Another $22 million is available to small businesses affected 
by COVID-19 through the Resurgence Grant, open through 
the end of August. $40,000 per business plus $10,000 in te-
chnical assistance will be given to qualifying businesses. 
Applications should be made through Invest Atlanta’s web-
site.

– State Senator Elena Parent told KNO that she is recrui-
ting poll workers in hopes of avoiding the problems that oc-
curred during the June primaries.Aspiring poll workers can 
apply on the DeKalb County government website.

– DeKalb County Commissioner Larry Johnson empha-
sized the need to fill out the census, the deadline for which 
has been moved up thirty days to Sept. 30. Johnson stated 
that while DeKalb residents have filled out the census at a 

Agnes Scott College president 
released from hospital

Decatur, Ga. — Agnes Scott College President Leocadia I. 
Zak has been released from the hospital, the college annou-
nced on Aug. 18.

On July 24, the college announced she tested positive for 
COVID-19 and has been admitted to Emory University Hos-
pital.

“President Leocadia I. Zak was released from Emory Uni-
versity Hospital on Monday, Aug. 10,” a spokesperson for the 
college said. “She is resting comfortably at home and conti-
nuing to recover from COVID-19. Friends are encouraged to 
share their well wishes via her Kudoboard, or to mail cards 
to Agnes Scott College, Office of the President, 141 E. College 
Avenue, Decatur, GA 30030.”

Zak took over as president of the college in 2018. Prior to 
joining Agnes Scott, was appointed by President Barack Oba-
ma and confirmed by the U.S. Senate in 2010 to serve as the 
director of U.S. Trade and Development Agency, an indepen-
dent federal agency that advances economic development in 
middle-income countries.

Editor’s note: Agnes Scott College is a financial supporter 
of Decaturish.com. 

— Dan Whisenhunt

higher rate than the rest of the state or the US as a whole, it 
is still below the percentage of completion during the last 
census. He added that undercounting during the last cen-
sus resulted in a loss of $275 million annually to the county 
budget. Additional resources like CARES Act funding for CO-
VID-19 relief are also based on population. “We don’t need to 
leave any money on the table,” said Johnson.

– KNO Treasurer Bill Dewalt said that despite not being 
able to hold Spring Fling which is KNO’s largest source of 
revenue, the organization is in good financial health. KNO 
has $105,000 in reserves and was expecting to spend at 
most $35,000 to cover various expenses, but so far has spent 
$5,000. “I think we’re in good shape, we’ve had no surprising 
expenses,” said Dewalt.

– Kirkwood Cares has reached $1,000 per month in recur-
ring donations, which it has spent on plumbing and electri-
cal work, a wheelchair ramp, and other needed repairs for 
Kirkwood residents. Joan Howse, who had a tree fall on her 
home in April., is expected to be able to return home in the 
next two weeks. Kirkwood Cares put her up through AirBnB 
while replacing her roof. “Shout out to everyone who dona-
tes to Kirkwood Cares. This is part of how we keep longtime 
residents in their homes,” said Kissel.

– Chair Brittany Eddy reported that the Adopt a Senior 
program is continuing to grow, and is in need of more volun-
teers to deliver meals and groceries.

– Community Outreach chair Tina Davis plans to revive 
the KNO newsletter in a print format and requested volun-
teers to produce content.

– KNO meetings will continue to be virtual for the fore-
seeable future.  “Encourage your neighbors. You can show 
up in your pjs and you can drink, there’s no reason not to 
attend,”  said Kissel.

— Sara Amis, contributor 

http://spruillarts.org/youthclassesandcamps/?utm_source=decaturish.com&utm_campaign=decaturish.com&utm_medium=referral
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Avondale Estates, Ga.– The Avondale Esta-
tes City Commission at its Aug. 19 work session 
continued the conversation about reviewing 
the policies and procedures of the city’s police 
department. The board focused the discussion 
on hiring a third-party consultant to conduct 
a review.

City Manager Patrick Bryant said the city 
received two proposals and the board plans to 
move forward with interviewing both candida-
tes. He recommended that the City Commis-
sion ask each candidate about how to review 
a police department in order to figure out how 
to best do so.

“We need to remove our own biases and get 
the perspective of persons who aren’t familiar 
with our organization to provide us with that 
answer and framework,” Bryant said.

Deputy City Manager Paul Hanebuth sug-
gested that the first step in the process should 
be extensive data gathering that should inclu-
de interviews with stakeholders, residents, the 
commissioners and people who have interac-
ted with the police department.

The city is also on track to receive state ac-
creditation through the Georgia Association of 
Police Chiefs and that process includes a re-
view.

“I think it would be important to use data 
gathering and any other resources we can get 
from the consultant to dovetail with that pro-
cess to achieve some synergy and be more effi-
cient,” Hanebuth said. “Just the fact of getting 
that state-level of accreditation would put our 
department in the top 20% of all the police de-
partments in Georgia. So just that step by itself 
ensures that we’re above average.”

As the discussion continued, the commis-
sioners discussed the importance of figuring 
out what they want out of review and what 
they want it to look like. Mayor Jonathan El-
more said this type of review is something the 
city should do periodically and it is in line with 
hiring consultants to study other aspects of the 
city.

For the full story, read online at https://
decaturish.com/2020/08/avondale-estates-ci-
ty-commission-considers-hiring-a-consultant-
-for-police-review/

Avondale Estates City 
Commission considers 
hiring a consultant for 
police review

By Zoe Seiler, contributor

Lisa Bobb has owned Squash Blossom, which is located on the Decatur Square, since 2015. 
Image provided to Decaturish

S M A L L  B U S I N E S S  S P O T L I G H T :

Decatur, Ga. — Lisa Bobb has always 
dreamed of owning a boutique as she loves 
shopping, buying and putting together col-
lections. She would buy items as gifts when 
traveling without knowing who would recei-
ve it. She had created her own little “store 
without a store,” she said.

Bobb is now the second owner of Squash 
Blossom, a boutique located on the Decatur 
square that has been open since 1999. There 
is also a smaller location in Grant Park with 
a subset of the same merchandise.

Bobb was laid off from her corporate job 
in 2015 and at the same time learned that 
the owners of Squash Blossom were ready to 
move on after running the store for 15 years. 
As a long time customer, Bobb knew the ow-
ners, was able to buy the store and has been 
the owner for the past five years.

“It was always something I thought I 
would be good at, I would enjoy doing it 
and it would never feel like work,” Bobb 
said. “It’s an opportunity to be creative and 
interact with individual women in a really 
creative and intimate way. Because when 
women are shopping, especially for them-
selves, they share what’s going on in their li-
ves. They trust you with how they feel about 
their bodies. You’re collaborating with them 
to make them feel beautiful and I just really 
love that.”

Squash Blossom has always catered to 
women and focuses on finding items wo-
men of all ages can wear. Bobb sells every-
thing from underwear to outerwear, shoes 
to hats and a variety of other items inclu-
ding accessories and jewelry, Bobb said. She 
is also cultivating a gift section for men.

Anna Blitz, who has been an employee 
for about a year, was also a long time cus-
tomer of Squash Blossom before working at 
the store.  She also appreciates how the store 

has a broad customer base, Blitz said.
Squash Blossom closed briefly in the 

spring due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
During that time, Bobb was able to pivot 
and grow the online portion of the business, 
which has now become almost half of the 
business, she said.

She started the Squash Box when the sto-
re was closed. The box is a collection of gift 
items from the store that are hand-selected 
and put together by the staff.

The Squash Box has a couple varia-
tions. There is a birthday box that inclu-
des balloons, gift wrap and a hand-written 
greeting card with a personalized message. 
This box comes with helium-filled balloons 
attached if purchased with local delivery or 
pickup.

The stores are now open with the 
following COVID-19 protocols, Bobb said:

• Masks are required in the store
• Clothes are steamed after coming 

out of the fitting rooms
• The credit card terminals are wiped 

down
• Hand sanitizer is available throu-

ghout the store
• The store has limited hours at both 

locations
Bobb added that they are selling masks 

which has become the No. 1 selling item.
Squash Blossom has two locations. One 

location is on the Decatur Square located at 
113 East Court Square. The website says the 
store just reopened with CDC guidelines. 
The store is open Monday through Wednes-
day from noon to 5 p.m., Thursday through 
Saturday from noon to 7 p.m. and Sunday 
from noon to 5 p.m.

The second location is in Grant Park lo-
cated at 519 Memorial Drive, Suite B-01. This 
store is open daily from noon to 5 p.m.

 S QUA SH BLOS S OM
BY ZOE SEILER, CONTRIBUTOR
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A
vondale Estates, Ga. – The Avon-
dale Alliance for Racial Justice 
gathered for another protest on 
Saturday, Aug. 8. About 40 peo-
ple held signs at the intersection 
of North Avondale Road and Cla-

rendon Ave. from 10 a.m. to noon to urge the 
City Commission to hire a third-party consul-
tant to review police policies.

The City Commission previously agreed to 
hire a consultant. Galatioto-Ruff and another 
organizer, Lisa Cottrell, said they want to make 
sure the consultant has the right experience 
for reviewing police departments and advoca-
ting for people of color.

Read the full story at https://decaturish.
com/2020/08/avondale-alliance-for-racial-jus-
tice-advocates-for-a-review-of-police-policies/
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Avondale Alliance for Racial Justice advocates 
for a review of police policies

BY ZOE SEILER & PHOTOS BY DEAN HESSE
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OPPOSITE PAGE: Members of IATSE Local 600 take part in a peaceful protest for 
Black Lives Matter and 21st Century Police Reform organized by the Avondale Alliance 
for Racial Justice on August 8, 2020.  ABOVE: Katey Elliott (l) and Zach Greco raise 
a Black Lives Matter flag. BOTTOM LEFT: Resident Jamie Westerhausen holds a sign 
during the protest. BOTTOM RIGHT: A person holds a sign during protest in Avondale 
Estates.
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