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D
ear valued supporters,

The School Board may have par-
ted ways with Superintendent David 
Dude, but they also gave him a par-
ting gift. The board chose not to ask 

for a report from their investigator, McGuire Woods, 
about the results of the independent investigation 
into Dude’s conduct. 

The School Board did say the investigator found 
that Dude didn’t do anything illegal. But based on my 
own discussions with sources, I know the possibility 
of criminal conduct wasn’t the only thing the inves-
tigator examined. 

Under the state Open Records Act, the School 
Board isn’t required to produce a document that 
doesn’t exist. By declining to request a report from 
McGuire Woods, the School Board is effectively 
burying the results of the investigation, ensuring the 
public will never know the full extent of what oc-
curred or why they decided to move on from Dude. 
They’re hoping their claim that the investigator fou-
nd no evidence of illegal conduct will be enough to 
settle the matter. 

The board says producing a report would not be 
worth the expense. That’s funny, considering the 
board had no problem approving $100,000 worth of 
pay outs for the vacation days Dude said he didn’t 
use. It’s just the latest example of the School Board’s 
gaslighting of the public, assuring us that there’s no 
need to delve too deeply into this matter and that 
they’re only looking out for the public’s best interes-
ts. 

If it isn’t already clear by now, the only interests 
the School Board is looking out for is its own. 

The decision not to release a report is par for the 
course with how the School Board has handled this 
entire episode. Any accountability has only occurred 
with pressure from Decaturish and parents’ organi-
zations. It doesn’t have to be this way. This behavior 
is a deliberate choice by the School Board. Deciding 
not to release a report, even when parents’ groups 
asked for it? That’s just one more gaslight for the 
road. 

Speaking of gaslighting, I recently became awa-
re of a parody website called Dekarenish.com that 
promoted a petition to reinstate David Dude and pro-
moted another petition encouraging a boycott of my 
website, Decaturish.com, and my advertisers. The 
boycott petition included contact information for 
all my advertisers and encouraged people to hound 
them about my coverage. 

Normally, I wouldn’t care about such childish-
ness, but I became concerned when Dekarenish.com 
appropriated my logo and created a merch store on 
Zazzle. 

My logo is copyrighted. If anyone else tries to 
make money from it, that’s a big “oh, hell no” from 
me. And, frankly, Dekarenish is pretty clever. Who 
wouldn’t want that on a shirt, coffee mug or infant 
onesie? 

I immediately contacted Zazzle and without 
much fuss, they took the Dekarenish merch store 
down. That would’ve been the end of it, but on a lark, 
I asked if they could provide me the name and email 
of the person who owned the account for the store. 
About a week later, Zazzle responded: 

Per your request, the Designer’s contact informa-
tion is below: 

David Dude / editor@dekarenish.com

One more 
gaslight 
for the road

I couldn’t quite believe it. I confronted Dude via 
email to see what his response might be. 

“While I see the humor in that site I can’t take cre-
dit for it,” Dude said via his personal Gmail address. 
“I’m disappointed to see my name was used. I think 
I might know who created it, though. I’ll reach out 
to see if they did and, if so, if they will take it down.”

The Dekarenish.com site came down within mi-
nutes after I contacted Dude. But I have the screen 
shots if anyone’s interested. 

What Dude didn’t know is that I had also asked 
Zazzle if any other emails were associated with the 
account. It was certainly possible that someone was 
impersonating Dude as a joke. 

And, again to my surprise, Zazzle responded. 
There was indeed another email associated with the 
Zazzle account: David Dude’s personal Gmail ad-
dress. 

Now, I know the editor@dekarenish.com email 
had to be verified for Zazzle to create the Dekarenish 
merch store. What Zazzle has not told me is whether 
Dude’s personal email had to be verified before it was 
attached to the Zazzle account. So, without knowing 
that to a certainty, I guess it’s possible someone else 
could’ve created a joke Zazzle merch store using Du-
de’s name and his personal email address without 
his knowledge. 

But, the immediate removal of the Dekarenish.
com site after I contacted him makes me doubt Du-
de’s claim he didn’t know anything about it. 

So, what was Dude’s explanation for the creation 
of the site that promoted a merch store linked to his 
email address? 

He blamed it on unidentified children. 
“I’m following up to let you know the kids who 

pulled this off have received appropriate consequen-
ces,” Dude wrote in a follow-up email. “I hope you 
will be able to let this go and not further embarrass 
them by writing about it. I don’t believe they inten-
ded to cause any harm. I have personally verified 
that the site has been permanently removed. I am 
very sorry they did this and they are as well.” 

I didn’t respond to that email. I figured I’d let him 
sweat it out. And besides, is this worth an article on 
Decaturish.com? It’s so absurd and weird that I’m 
concerned people would think I’m nuts for even wri-
ting about it. 

While the Dekarenish.com site certainly was chil-
dish, I’m not sure that “kids” would have the know-
-how or motivation to create it. The site may have bil-
led itself as a big joke, but its intent was retribution 
against me for my reporting about Dude. 

Denying the facts and blaming others has been 
Dude’s pattern throughout his time in CSD. It’s beha-
vior the School Board has unfortunately enabled. 

Dude can deny his involvement in Dekarenish.
com if he wants. The school board can deny the pu-
blic the truth about what happened while Dude was 
superintendent of City Schools of Decatur. 

One more gaslight for the road. 
Until next month, I remain your grateful for your 

support of Dekareni … uh, I mean, Decaturish.  

  —Dano

F R O M  T H E  E D I T O R

Dan Whisenhunt
Editor & Publisher
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Decatur, Ga. — The City Schools of Decatur 
Board of Education appointed Dr. Maggie Fehrman 
as the district’s new superintendent on May 11.

She’s taking over during a rocky time for City 
Schools of Decatur. 

The district faces four ongoing federal lawsuits 
and recently concluded investigation of its previous 
superintendent, David Dude. The School Board said 
the investigator found no evidence of criminal con-
duct, but the board declined to ask the investigator 
to write a report about the findings. That means the 
investigator’s other findings will never be known, 
leaving lingering questions about what exactly oc-
curred during Dude’s time with the district and why 
the board decided to part ways with him.

Fehrman said it was a complicated feeling to take 
on this new role.

“I feel honored and humbled that I was selected 
for this position,” Fehrman said. “I feel the weight 
of the success of 6,000 students on my shoulders. I 
think of the 6,000 students in Decatur as my chil-
dren.”

While Fehrman was hired to bring stability to the 
district amidst the chaos, her hiring without a natio-
nal search and an early misstep have created ques-
tions about her ability to lead the district. 

Fehrman has been the acting superintendent 
since Dude was placed on administrative leave in 
April. The school district announced Dude’s depar-
ture on April 27. His departure came after months of 
investigative stories by Decaturish.com examining 
allegations raised by the school district’s former hu-
man resources director.

The School Board has faced criticism for hiring 
Fehrman and not conducting a national search for 
Dude’s replacement. In a press release, the board de-
fended its decision.

“Some in the community have asked whether the 
board will conduct a national search for a Superin-
tendent,” the press release from the School Board 
said. “Considering the immediate needs of our stu-
dents and staff, we decided that rather than conduc-
ting a search at this time, CSD deserves to have a lea-
der in place who already fully understands our most 
pressing issues. Particularly, our focus on ensuring 
the highest possible academic achievement for our 
students.

“As we considered how to proceed with leader-
ship of the district, we knew Dr. Fehrman to be 
eminently qualified, and felt confident she could im-
mediately hit the ground running to ensure a strong 
start to next school year.” 

The City Schools of Decatur Black Parent Allian-
ce felt appointing Fehrman was the responsible 
choice for the district. The decision seemed logical 
given Fehrman previously was the assistant superin-
tendent, CSDBPA Chair Carmen Sulton said.

The CSDBPA was founded by several parents 
within the district who identify as Black or African 
American. The mission of the group is to provide a 
safe space for parents to share issues, concerns, hi-
ghlight ideas and formulate action plans regarding 
holding the district staff and school board accoun-

table for the health, safety and success of students, 
according to the CSDBPA website.

CSDBPA and Beacon Hill Black Alliance for Hu-
man Rights held a press conference in April, before 
Fehrman was appointed, to advocate for a nationwi-
de search for a new superintendent.

“In preparation for the next school year, the CS-
DBPA believes the district should be diligent going 
forward in their search for a leader, broadening from 
a local to national level if necessary,” Sulton said. 
“Ensuring a transparent process is critical to de-
monstrating the district’s commitment to restoring 
trust among parents and stakeholders.”

The coming year will allow the school district 
to reset from the recent turmoil and its approach to 
the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic. It also affords the 
community an opportunity to get a glimpse of Fehr-
man’s leadership skills and style, Sulton said.

“In the future, the CSDBPA expects honesty and 
transparency from our leaders,” she said. “There 
must be clear planning and resolution to issues rela-
ted to diversity and equity, the budget, and acknow-
ledgment of student’s voices.”

“Additionally, we expect significant improvement 
in communication from the superintendent, her ca-
binet and the School Board,” Sulton added. “We ex-
pect ongoing improvements for teacher compensa-
tion, recruitment and retention of teachers of color.”

A recent misstep by Fehrman created a furor and 
offended Black families in the district.

When Decaturish asked Fehrman whether the 
district was considering ending the district’s mask 
policy following new CDC guidance, Fehrman said, 
“We feel not a sufficient number have been vaccina-
ted, and we don’t want the unvaccinated people, par-

ticularly staff and students of color who have chosen 
not to get vaccinated, to feel they’re more restricted.”

She later apologized for the comment, pledging 
to do everything she could to mitigate the harm she 
caused. But it left a negative impression on Sulton.

“I found the comments disgusting and irritating,” 
Sulton said. “And, above all things, they are factually 
incorrect. I am unaware that Dr. Fehrman has some 
factual evidence that students and families of color 
vaccinate their children at lower rates than their 
White counterparts.”

She added it was disheartening to see Black staff 
members and teachers directly attacked in the sta-
tement.

“They are her backbone and do not deserve to be 
made the subject of stereotypical attacks and false 
accusations,” Sulton said. “Also, problematic was the 
fact that Black staff were left out of her email apo-
logy. I sincerely hope she has directly reached out 
to them and plans to address this in a written sta-
tement.”

Other parents who spoke to Decaturish agreed 
with the School Board’s decision to hire Fehrman. 

CSD parent Stacie Buckley said hiring Fehrman 
on a one-year contract was OK, especially given the 
decision was made close to the end of the school 
year.

“Hiring someone from the outside requires a lot 
of time for the search and interview and for them 
to learn Decatur once here,” Buckley said. “Thus far 
she has been responsive and decisive, which already 
feels [like] an improvement. I want that to continue.”

She expects the district will have more accounta-

Decatur’s new superintendent takes over 
during rocky time for the school district

By Zoe Seiler, reporter

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Beacon Hill Black Alliance for Human Rights Co-chair Mawuli Davis and City Schools of Decatur Black Parent Alliance 
Chair Carmen Sulton brought their groups together for a press conference outside the district’s central office on Friday, 

April 16, to call for more transparency from the school district in the wake of Superintendent David Dude being placed on 
administrative leave amid an investigation. Photo by Zoe Seiler.
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Fehrman grew up on a dairy farm north of Pittsburgh, Pa., and is one of seven children. She said in a pre-
vious press release that “growing up on a farm embedded a strong work ethic that guides me to this day.”

Fehrman moved to the state in June 2001 and began her career teaching seventh grade social studies at 
Summerour Middle School in Gwinnett County.

During that time, she had started her master’s program in leadership so after graduating she was hired as 
an assistant principal at Summerour in 2005. Fehrman worked in several areas 
in the role including curriculum and instruction and managing the school’s Title 
I program.

She then served as the North Gwinnett Middle School sixth grade assistant 
principal beginning in 2009. She was in charge of state assessments, special edu-
cation and a couple other areas. In 2014, Fehrman became the principal of Bay 
Creek Middle School in Grayson, Ga.

“I go back in my mind and think two of my favorite jobs were being a class-
room teacher and a principal and [assistant principal] was great,” Fehrman said. 
“I liked that job but really loved being a principal, getting to set the vision for 
a school, helping my teachers grow, celebrating their achievements, getting to 

know my students.”
Fehrman joined the City Schools of Decatur in 2018 as the executive director of schools and just before be-

coming the superintendent she served as the assistant superintendent.
As the executive director of schools, Fehrman’s main role was to support and evaluate the school principals. 

Part of her role included student discipline, school leadership teams, teacher advisory council, the district and 
school improvement plans.

Fehrman is excited to see how the district can celebrate students, share their successes and make sure stu-
dents are successful. Fehrman wants to additionally celebrate teachers for all of their hard work.

Healing and coming together are another priority for her for the upcoming year.
“This has been a very divisive year for many reasons and I want to help our community really see that our 

priority is students and that together we’re stronger, and that together we can help bring the community back 
to celebrating and focusing on what’s best for our students,” Fehrman said.

Fehrman is focused on equity as well and working to expand the work the district has already done.
“I know we have a focus on equity between our Black and white students and that is a big issue. There are 

big gaps there,” she said.
She wants to continue with that focus but also expand equity to ensure special needs students, students in 

the English as a second language program, and others have the best school experience.
“I want to make sure that all students can look back at their time in Decatur and say that was an awesome 

school experience, regardless of what demographic or subgroup they fall into,” Fehrman said. “That’s impor-
tant to me that kids look back and think, yeah, that was awesome. They helped me find out who I am, they 
helped support that, they helped celebrate that, so that they feel that they’ve been included and heard as a 
student.”

MEET MAGGIE FEHRMAN

bility with Fehrman in charge, but the School Board must do its job.
“I am expecting the school board to operate as the oversight,” Buckley said. 

“We elected them. They supervise administration. Not sure why this was pre-
viously unclear though it sure seemed that way. We need some clear objectives 
laid out for Dr. Fehrman. If she hits them let’s then extend her contract. If she 
doesn’t, time to search.”

She added the community needs to be patient. 
“If we don’t give her a chance, we are only hurting ourselves,” Buckley said.
The Decatur Bulldog Boosters are thrilled to have Fehrman take on the role 

of superintendent, DBB Co-chair Stephanie McCumber Clark said.
The boosters raise money annually to meet the needs of student athletes. 
McCumber Clark, whose son plays baseball, was excited to see Fehrman at 

the first round of baseball playoff games and Fehrman was invited to attend a 
boosters meeting.

“She jumped right on the opportunity to come, which is great because past 
superintendents in city of Decatur I feel like have not supported sports,” Mc-
Cumber Clark said. “They were so hyper-focused on education, and I think Ma-
ggie realizes that sports make a well-rounded child.”

Fehrman has since joined the booster club and has started thinking about 
how to supply resources, such as a track, to the middle school and high school, 
McCumber Clark said.

“I see her already going out and looking into the community and where can 
she find the needs that we have so that our athletes have the best opportunity,” 
McCumber Clark said.

McCumber Clark added parents, especially those involved with the baseball 
team, wrote letters to the school board in support of Fehrman.

“I think the other thing is it’s nice that she is already there so she’s seen all the 
trials and tribulations that we’ve been through, all of our struggles,” McCumber 
Clark said. 

CONTINUED FROM PREVIOUS PAGE

Maggie Fehrman
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By Zoe Seiler, reporter

Decatur, Ga. — The Decatur Land Trust is seeking 
to become an independent, nonprofit corporation. 
Land Trust board members and Decatur’s Affordable 
Housing Fellow Kristin Allin presented plans for the 
Land Trust during the City Commission work session 
on Monday, May 17. 

The Decatur Land Trust was created a couple of 
years ago and five board members were appointed by 
Legacy Decatur in 2019. Legacy Decatur is the board 
that oversees Legacy Park, the former United Metho-
dist Children’s Home property on South Columbia Dri-
ve. The Land Trust has always planned to become a 
stand-alone nonprofit and it is ready to move forward 
with the process. 

“I see this as being actually a bit more autonomous 
than perhaps what we see with the Legacy project but 
still I think the ability to compete for grants and exter-
nal funding is an important piece to me by having that 
separation,” Mayor Patti Garrett said. 

Through the land trust, the city will be able to ac-
quire property through a purchase or donation and fa-
cilitate the development or preservation of affordable 
housing. The entity would also maintain the ground 
lease for the affordable units in order to keep the af-
fordable over time as the units are re-sold and rented.

“This method, which is done through deeds, lea-
ses, lots of legal documents and a little hocus pocus 
thrown in, would enable the property to remain affor-
dable in perpetuity so therefore we see this as a way to 
minimize displacement, invite new residents to come 
into Decatur that are of low and moderate income 
and to provide for a permanent affordability,” Decatur 
Land Trust Acting Chair Linda Curry said. 

The Decatur Affordable Housing Task Force also 
recommended last year a way to increase the funding 
for the Land Trust. 

“The Task Force recommends a Housing Oppor-
tunity Bond be issued at a minimum amount of $5 
million to fund the [Land Trust’s] operations, acquisi-
tion and development activities,” the report says.

In addition to focusing on affordable housing, the 
Land Trust would also focus on home ownership, Cur-
ry said. 

“We feel like this is one of the most important tools 
that Decatur could have to enable us to have more af-
fordable housing and to focus on equitable home ow-
nership,” Curry said. 

The Land Trust plans to continue to work in part-
nership with Legacy Decatur and the city but the goal 
of the trust would not be only limited to the Legacy 

Project but would be able to have affordable housing 
throughout Decatur. 

“By being a separate entity the Decatur Land Trust 
will have the ability to apply separately for funding, 
to accept donated land and homes, to purchase pro-
perty and enter into contracts to preserve affordabi-
lity of property, to partner to construct new housing, 
and also once we have our homeowners we’ll need to 
steward them both on homeownership and what it 
means to be a homeowner in a lot of cases,” Curry said. 

The Land Trust has three pending projects in pro-
gress including the cottage court project at 230 Com-
merce Drive, which is still in the planning stages. 

The project was announced in 2016 but was de-
layed due to negotiations with the Georgia Depart-
ment of Transportation over the design of the entran-
ce on Commerce. Skyrocketing construction costs also 
stalled the plans because of the city’s goal of keeping 
the homes affordable at less than $250,000, Decaturish 
previously reported. 

The cottage court project is a small group of small, 
detached homes centered around a shared courtyard. 
It is slated to include four to six homes. 

Another project the Land Trust is working on is a 
few units of affordable housing at 108 Park Place, the 
former AT&T training center in Oakhurst. The third 
project is three to five tiny homes that will be scattered 
around the city, Curry said. 

So far, the Land Trust has established its initial 
board members, drafted articles of incorporation and 
bylaws, and written the mission, vision and value sta-
tements. The board is also in the process of drafting a 
business plan. The Land Trust plans to give a presen-
tation to the Legacy Decatur board at the end of the 
month and the Legacy Decatur board is expected to 
vote on the incorporation in July. 

After getting approval from Legacy Decatur, the 
Land Trust’s next step would be to apply for a 501c3 
status. 

The City Commission and the Land Trust will work 
out details on the relationship between the two enti-
ties. 

“Our interest would be in having a very tight rela-
tionship with the city so figuring out how to do that 
correctly is going to be part of the program,” Decatur 
Land Trust board member Alan McNabb said. 

Garrett added that as the city begins to work throu-
gh the recommendations from the Affordable Housing 
Task Force, it’s exciting to see the movement and pro-
gress. She said the progress the city is making is a good 
indicator that the city is taking the recommendations 
from the Affordable Housing Task Force seriously. 

Decatur Land Trust presents plans 
to separate from Legacy Decatur

A rendering of the Church Street cycle track. Image obtai-
ned via the city of Decatur

Decatur to keep Church Street 
road diet and add cycle track

By Cathi Harris, contributor

Decatur, Ga. — The Decatur City Commission 
voted Monday, May 3, to approve a plan to perma-
nently reduce the car traffic lanes on Church Street 
from four lanes to two lanes from the city limits on 
the north side to the intersection with Commerce 
Drive.

In their place, each side of Church will get a de-
dicated bike lane and improved sidewalks that will 
tie in with the pedestrian and cycle-track improve-
ments along Commerce Drive.

“This is a project that actually started 11 years 
ago,” Deputy City Manager Hugh Saxon noted in his 
presentation during the commission’s regular mee-
ting. “We went through several rounds of funding 
options with the Georgia Department of Transpor-
tation, then when we had the plans finished three 
years ago, it took us the remaining time to obtain 
all of the necessary construction easements. It has 
been a challenge.”

The Church Street bike and pedestrian improve-
ments will complete the final segment of dedicated 
bike travel lanes from the PATH Stone Mountain 
trail along the CSX corridor in central Decatur to 
the city limits on the north side of town, Saxon said.

In addition to the changes along Church Street, 
the project will also include pedestrian safety im-
provements to the intersections at Church and 
Commerce and Commerce and Clairemont Avenue. 
The city will eliminate the vehicle slip lanes at Clai-
remont and reduce the crossing distances at both, 
making it easier for pedestrians to safely navigate 
and reducing distractions for drivers.

During the public comment period, Decatur 
High School student Zoe Wakefield spoke in support 
of the measure.

“On Thursdays and Fridays, I bike to school and 
I have to bike along Church Street,” she said. “I am 
always scared someone is going to hit me because 
the cars go so fast.”

Some residents did express concern that further 
lane reductions on Church and slowing traffic along 
Commerce would result in traffic bottlenecks and 
then increase traffic through neighborhood side 
streets.

Commissioner Lesa Mayer also wondered what 
could be done to alleviate problems for people who 
could not walk or bike, but still needed to travel 
along Commerce and Church for work, school or to 
access government services.

Ultimately, the City Commission voted unani-
mously to approve the project, awarding a contract 
in the amount of $2,748,759.95 to Lewallen Cons-
truction of Marietta. 

The Georgia Department of Transportation 
(GDOT) will provide 80 percent of the funding for 
the construction phase of the project, with the city 
providing the remaining 20 percent, Saxon said.

The total project budget is $3.2 million, with the 
state contributing $2.6 million.

Construction of the improvements is slated to 
begin in July and will take between 18 and 24 mon-

Decatur City Commission extends face mask ordinance

By Zoe Seiler, reporter

Decatur, Ga. — The Decatur 
City Commission at its May 17 
meeting extended the face mask 
ordinance until June 21, at which 
time the board will reconsider the 
ordinance.

The ordinance was first adop-
ted in July 2020 and has been exten-
ded a few times. The ordinance sta-
tes that masks must be worn when 
entering any building in the city, 
although the requirement does not 
apply to religious establishments.

Residents and visitors must also 
wear a mask outside when they 

cannot remain at least six feet away 
from another person.

The extension comes shortly 
after the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention announced 
that fully vaccinated individuals 
don’t have to wear masks in most 
settings.

About 20% of the DeKalb Coun-
ty population over the age of 12 has 
been vaccinated which is less than 
the national average of 44%, accor-
ding to the CDC vaccine tracker. 
According the Georgia Department 
of Public Health, 30% of Georgia re-
sidents are fully vaccinated.

The number of vaccinated 
DeKalb residents is a relatively 

small percentage of the population, 
Arnold said.

“However, considering that the 
vaccination has just been made 
available to children age 12 to 15, 
we believe that it would be prudent 
to wait about another four to five 
weeks to provide an opportunity 
really for anybody ages 12 and up 
who desire to be vaccinated to have 
that opportunity to then be fully 
vaccinated,” Arnold said.

Mayor Pro Tem Tony Powers 
has been impressed with the com-
munity as he’s seen a vast number 
of individuals still actively wearing 
masks when entering buildings.

https://woodward.edu/visit/?utm_source=decaturish.com&utm_campaign=decaturish.com&utm_medium=referral


DeKalb Police teach seniors how to respond in active shooter situation

By Logan C. Ritchie, contributor

DeKalb County, Ga. — A safety training held by DeKalb County Police Depart-
ment on May 4 taught situational awareness and what to do in case of an active 
shooter situation, a problem officers said is becoming more prevalent.

DeKalb County native, Sgt. J.K. Walker has been giving active shooter presen-
tations for eight years. Walker said the “avenger mindset” is increasingly found 
in gunmen who have recently experienced a break-up or workplace discipline, or 
been fired from their job.

“They have resolved, ‘I am going to come back and do something about it,’” he 
said, describing an avenger profile. “They’re going to take matters into their own 
hands.”

The police sergeant used the March 16 Atlanta spa shootings as an example 
of an avenger profile. Suspect Robert Aaron Long, 21, took responsibility for the 
shootings according to the Cherokee County Sheriff’s Office. CNN reported Long 
was recently kicked out of house by family members due to his sexual addiction, 
two characteristics of an attacker.

Attacker risk factors can include a history or exposure to violence, mental 
illness, suicidal ideation, threatening behavior, isolation and a recent change in 
behavior. Walker said police depend on reports of attackers posting plans on social 
media.

A three-step process founded by Texas State University called Avoid, Deny, De-
fend aims to help bystanders stay safe under stressful circumstances.

Avoid the attacker by going to the safest exit. Keep in mind, the closest exit may 
not be the safest exit.

Deny the attacker access. Conceal yourself by putting objects between you and 
the attacker. Close and lock the door, and turn off the lights. Silence your cell pho-
ne. Make it appear that no one is in the area.

Defend yourself by any means. If faced with the attacker, fight back by striking 
eyes or groin. It is within your legal rights to defend yourself when your life is in 
danger.

When possible, Walker said to call 911 and report the attacker’s description, 
location, weapons, and number of victims. Wait for law enforcement to arrive and 
follow their instructions.

“Law enforcement will be entering a chaotic scene with limited information. 
Their first priority will be to stop the threat to your safety,” Walker said. “The police 
may not know where or who the threat is. Listen and comply with their commands.”

He added, “Fire and rescue teams cannot enter the scene until the attacker is 
detained.”

DKPD is hosting a series of virtual classes and programs during May, Older 
Americans’ Month.

“The DeKalb Human Services Department and the Lou Walker Senior Center 
are committed to providing health and safety information and resources to DeKalb 
seniors. This virtual training was an opportunity to empower our seniors with tools 
to keep them safe if they ever face a situation in which there is an active shooter,” 
said Damon Scott, director of DeKalb Human Services.
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Greater Decatur, Ga. – William Scott lived an 
extraordinary life until someone took it from him 
earlier this week.

Scott, 97, died after being shot to death. Two sus-
pects, Mark Fleck and Devin Young, are accused of 
murdering him.

Jeffrey Payne, a cousin who lives in South Caro-
lina, was Scott’s next of kin. Known as Billy by his 
family, Scott was a long-lived lifelong bachelor who 
was a part of the Medlock Park neighborhood. He 
lived in his mother’s house, a brick home on Winter-
green Lane. Neighbors left a makeshift memorial of 
flowers next to his driveway on Wednesday.

“He just was one of those truly remarkable peo-
ple,” Payne said. “He still had life to live, too. That’s 
the sad part.”

Payne believes that Scott was the victim of a 
scam that ultimately cost him his life. He was duped 
into giving out personal information over the tele-
phone. Payne, who shared a joint account with Sco-
tt, managed to put a stop to it before anything bad 
happened to his cousin. But Payne said someone 
stole his cousin’s mail and discovered he had money 
in his account.

On the day he was shot, Scott was expecting a 
plumber to show up to fix a sink. That’s why he let 
strangers into his home, Payne said.

The killers convinced him to sign a check in 
their name before shooting him, Payne said. The 
killers made off with his wallet and a silver tray.

“The masterminds had it with them and I think 
they had his wallet with them,” Payne said.

Scott was born and raised in Atlanta and at-
tended Tech High School downtown. He attended 
Georgia Tech and became an engineer. After he gra-

duated, he served in the Army in the Pacific during 
World War II. A cannon blew out his ear and some 
equipment fell on him, crushing his leg and sending 
him home in 1944.

But other than his war injuries, Scott was a stout 
man who was rarely in the hospital more than a day 
though he did have some heart trouble, Payne said.

“He was the smartest guy we ever knew,” Payne 
said. “He went to the University of Virginia got his 
master’s in engineering. Then went to Idaho Falls 
and worked with the nuclear research they were 
doing there after the war. Then back to Virginia, 
Newport News. He worked on the shipyard there 

and worked on nuclear reactors for aircraft carriers. 
Just incredibly smart.”

When he retired in the 80s, Scott moved back to 
Atlanta.

Scott was vaccinated and was anxious to return 
to normal life after being sheltered in place for mon-
ths due to COVID-19. Payne visited his cousin two 
weeks ago. It was an exciting time for Scott. He got 
to eat at Waffle House — twice — and ate every mor-
sel of a trout dinner at Leon’s Full Service restaurant 
in Decatur. They went shoe shopping next and Scott 
wore a suit and tie, walking with a cane.

He was looking forward to returning to his fa-
vorite grocery store, the Publix at Shamrock Plaza, 
where he knew the employees and enjoyed riding 
his scooter up and down the aisles.

Scott had an uncle-in-law on his mother’s side 
who lived to see 99.

“I said we’re going to have a celebration when 
you hit 100,” Payne said. “We were just talking about 
it.”

Scott was still learning. Before he died, he was 
trying to learn Spanish and his family had mailed 
him a bunch of CDs to help him get started.

“He’s always learning,” Payne said. “You’d talk 
any subject in the world and that man knew about 
it.”

Payne said Scott had an old friend in his 60s who 
helped him out, and it was the reason Scott was able 
to stay in his home all these years. His friend was the 
one who discovered Scott’s body.

The killers could’ve taken anything they wanted 
from Scott. They didn’t need to take his life, Payne 
said.

“The guy would’ve given him anything,” Payne 
said. “It’s not like he’s going to run out after them. 
His vision wasn’t great. …Take the stupid check and 
go deposit it. Cash it. Damn, don’t shoot him.”

By Dan Whisenhunt, editor

97 year-old shooting victim was World 
War II vet with sights set on reaching 100

William Scott. Photo provided to Decaturish
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By Dean Hesse, contributor

Tucker, Ga. — Adult Field Day returned to Tucker on Saturday, May 
8 after being cancelled in 2020 due to the pandemic. The first field day 
was held in 2019.

Recreation Leader Jen Young said proceeds from ticket sales went 
to support the Tucker Parks & Recreation 2021 summer camp scholar-
ship fund and enough money was raised from the evening to send 20 
children to summer camp.

Scheduled activities included a cornhole tournament, tug of war, 
balloon relay and water balloon toss.

“(Participants) are out here competing in events, enjoying our in-
flatables, having a meal on us and drinks provided by Tucker Brewing 
Company,” said Young. The event took place at the Tucker Recreation 
Center field.

P H O T O S  B Y  D E A N  H E S S E

CITY OF TUCKER HOSTS ADULT FIELD DAY



OPPOSITE PAGE, clockwise from top:  Andrew Bates, on right, and other 
participants compete in the water balloon toss during Adult Field Day at the 
Tucker Recreation Center field on Saturday, May 8.

Ellen Clay of Tucker competes on the ‘Equalizer’ inflatable during Adult Field 
Day.

Isabella Premont reacts during the Adult Field Day water balloon toss at the 
Tucker Recreation Center field.

THIS PAGE, clockwise from top: Amy Pazahanick from the Agape Tennis 
Academy team competes in tug of war.

Cynette Freeman and Melinda Morrow attend Adult Field Day.

Judy Tennell and Kerry Sullivan, both from Tucker, react as Jenga blocks 
begin to tumble duringthe field day. Photos by Dean Hesse.

For more photos, visit The Tucker Observer article here.
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By Dan Whisenhunt, editor

Greater Decatur, Ga. — Sterling Organization has 
plans to sell of North DeKalb Mall to a developer who 
may transform it into a mixed use development.

Commissioners Jeff Rader and Ted Terry confir-
med the planned sale to Decaturish, but they did not 
say who the potential buyer could be.

Rader said the plan for the property is likely mixe-
d-use with a residential and retail component, hence 
the calls to the commissioners.

“It is likely that anything that goes in there will re-
quire a change of zoning, because it doesn’t seem like 

anybody is just proposing a retail redevelopment whi-
ch is already permitted,” Rader said. “It will likely be 
something that is mixed use of some sort, but beyond 
that I think it’s too early to exactly say. Because it does 
require zoning and that’s a discretionary decision, the 
public will have its say on what goes there.”

It’s not clear if there is one or multiple buyers inte-
rested in the property.

Rader said it could be a development team headed 
up by one primary developer.

“It won’t be divided up and sold to different folks, I 
don’t think,” he said.

Messages left with Sterling Organization represen-
tatives were not immediately returned.

Kathryn Zickert, an attorney who has represented 
Sterling, is involved in the project but said she’s unable 
to disclose anything at this time.

“I cannot tell you anything,” she said.
That includes whether a big box retailer – like 

Costco – is in the mix as an anchor tenant. The mall 
came close to a massive redevelopment back in 2018, 
which would’ve been anchored by a Costco. But that 
fell through.

Most of the malls tenants are now gone, according 
to the Sterling Organization website.

Since 2018, the mall has been used as a location for 
filming movies and TV shows. The empty parking lot 
has also attracted drag racers.

Sterling planning to sell North DeKalb Mall for possible mixed-use development
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By Cathi Harris, contributor

Decatur, Ga. — Decatur leaders are considering establishing a tax alloca-
tion district (TAD) in the downtown area to support the development of affor-
dable housing and improved infrastructure.

The city already has one TAD for the area around the Avondale MARTA 
station in east Decatur, and a second one might be a useful tool to encourage 
the kinds of development the city needs in its central core, Geoff Koski, a con-
sultant from KB Advisory Group told members of Decatur’s City Commission 
and Downtown Development Authority (DDA) on Monday, May 3.

Speaking during a joint work session held by the two groups, Koski explai-
ned the basics of tax-increment financing (TIF), the more general term for 
what the state of Georgia calls tax allocation districts.

“The first thing to remember is that this is not a tax increase,” Koski said. 
“It is just a matter of how property taxes are distributed once they are col-
lected. It is a mechanism to recirculate tax revenues on a site or in a district. 
Once you set up the TAD boundaries, all the future tax collections are going to 
be recirculated within that TAD for the amount of time that it is set up.”

When a TAD is set up, it uses the assessed value of the properties within 
the boundaries to set the “base value.” The property taxes collected for the 
properties’ base values will go into the city’s general fund both that year and 
all following years, but after the first year that the TAD is in effect, any increa-
se in property tax revenue–as a result of rising property values–would go into 
the TAD fund.

It is that incremental increase in revenue that is captured by the TAD fund 
and used to pay for infrastructure improvements within the boundary or to 
incentivize development that the city wants to see there.

“A property owner within the TAD would not necessarily even know that 
there was one in place,” Koski said. “There is a note on the city tax bill, but 
in and of itself it does not affect their tax amount, but what happens to the 
money after it is collected.”

What can a TAD be used for?
The Georgia law allowing local governments to use TADs — the Redevelop-

ment Powers Law — specifies that they are to be used for areas that are either 
suffering from blight, lack of investment or in need of infrastructure.

Few people would consider downtown Decatur to be either blighted or la-
cking investment, but the city could make the case that the lack of affordable 
housing is a problem and could even be considered necessary infrastructure, 
Koski said.

“The state has always said that they interpret the law liberally, and they 
want [governments] to use it to achieve their goals,” he added. “We have found 
that if the law doesn’t explicitly say you can’t use the TAD for the purpose, then 
it is allowed.”

TADs are used to support new development in two ways, Koski said. One, 
the city issues revenue bonds against the expected future growth in the TAD 
fund; two, the city could take a “pay as you go” approach and use the collected 
TAD funds to directly pay for infrastructure improvements or rebates or gran-
ts to developers who build or supply the targeted development.

Affordable housing developers will frequently use TIF financing as part 
of their “capital stack,” the layers of financing from different entities that are 
needed to fund large-scale construction, Koski said. The TIF funding both 
provides additional money and makes the project more attractive to banks 
and investors.

“Typically, in our consulting, we like to have no more than 10 percent of 

the funding for a particular project to be public dollars,” Koski said. “And 
usually the developer would need to meet what is known as a ‘but for’ test, 
meaning that they demonstrate that ‘but for’ the additional public invest-
ment, the development would not be built.”

One important caveat is that the revenues directed through the TAD would 
only be for portions of city taxes, unless the school district and the county 
agreed to participate in the TAD. This is in contrast to tax abatement programs 
for individual developments, Koski noted.

“Where a development authority may be able to grant a tax abatement that 
included portions of property taxes that would go to counties and the schools, 
this is not true of TADs,” Koski said.

Potential issues
The Redevelopment Powers Law does stipulate that no more than 10 per-

cent of a city or county’s total property tax digest can be subject to a TAD. 
Since Decatur already has one TAD, the second one could not be so large as to 
put the total over 10 percent, Koski said.

During discussion, Commissioner George Dusenbury wondered whether 
Decatur was getting the cart before the horse with respect to planning in the 
downtown district.

“When I ran for City Commission, I campaigned on developing a master 
plan for downtown,” Dusenbury said. “We have not moved forward with that 
yet. Should we have a plan for redevelopment [of downtown] when we haven’t 
gone through the process of deciding what the community wants to see the-
re?”

The city does expect to work on the downtown master plan once the city’s 
overall strategic plan update is complete, said Angela Threadgill, Decatur’s 
Director of Planning and Economic Development. But she also said she had 
questions about how the two efforts would effectively work together.

“We will be moving forward with the development of the master plan, 
likely beginning in the fall,” she said. “But I had similar questions about how 
the redevelopment plan for the TAD would correlate with the master plan, if 
you had a TAD created just a few months in advance of the master plan.”

Typically, a city would want to complete any strategic planning process 
and have its updated goals for an area in place to feed into the TAD redeve-
lopment plan, Koski acknowledged, but there could be good reasons Decatur 
might consider going ahead with setting up a district now.

“That is a good order of things, but it is not necessary – and, by law, does 
not have to happen that way,” he said. “With that big apartment building (Mo-
dera Decatur on redeveloped Bank of America site) about to be finished, it 
would be great to capture that revenue for the TAD … Sometimes, you have a 
situation of, ‘We generally know what we want an area to be, but we don’t have 
a master plan. But we know there is a big project coming out of the ground 
and it would be great to have that increment to feed development for the next 
20 years.’”

Establishing a downtown TAD would not mean that the character of down-
town would rapidly change, Threadgill added. “Even with a downtown TAD, 
we don’t anticipate everything being redeveloped within a short period of 
time. This would be a longer term plan.”

The city is currently working with the KB Advisory Group to define the pro-
posed boundaries of a downtown TAD as well as the redevelopment plan that 
would guide what the funds would be used for, as well as a process by which 
the city would evaluate requests for TAD funds.

Before the city can designate a TAD, they must hold two public hearings 
and then the City Commission would need to pass a resolution authorizing it.

Decatur considering downtown tax allocation 
district to support affordable housing
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Editor’s note: George Chidi now publishes a 
Substack newsletter called “The Atlanta Objective.” 
If you want to support him directly, sign up for a 
paying subscription to his newsletter by clicking 
here.

My congressman knows my name. If he wasn’t 
Hank Johnson, I’d probably be worried about that. 
There’s a trail of pissed off politicians in this town 

that’s big enough for the 
cops to have trouble with a 
suspect list if my body were 
found in a ravine off of Flat 
Shoals. But I like him, and 
he likes me, which is its 
own kind of problem.

Johnson and I spoke for 
a bit Friday. He’s got a gavel 
now on the Judiciary com-
mittee and after 10 years of 
wandering the wilderness 
either in the minority party 

of the House, or without a Democratic majority in 
the Senate, or wading through the mire of Trump’s 
presidency, he’s in a place to use it. Johnson is 
leading an effort to expand the U.S. Supreme Court 
to 13 members. He also spoke about healthcare and 
infrastructure policy, the mess in Stonecrest and 
his own political future.

Our conversation is edited for clarity.
GC: How are things going with this effort to 

expand the U.S. Supreme Court?
HJ: It’s an idea that’s time has come. And so, 

you know, it’s still very early in the process, George. 
And, you know, this legislation will … gather su-
pport as we make the case for reform in the justice 
system.

GC: My understanding is that the speaker is 
setting this aside for the moment. What does that 
look like?

HJ: The speaker controls the floor. She controls 
what gets to the House floor for a vote. As you 
know, there’s a lot of legislation has been proposed. 
There’s a lot of legislative work to do. The speaker is 
in a position to direct the traffic. And I respect that 
prerogative.

GC: Is this a traffic issue or an ideological issue? 
Does she think that the votes aren’t there, or that it’s 
going to be a contentious issue, for an argument to 
be had later? Is there opposition within the party to 
this idea?

HJ: There’s a lot of education that needs to be 
done. That’s why I filed this legislation, so we can 
begin that conversation. We will continue to build 
support for a change. And change is needed, Geor-
ge, because the courts are not equipped to handle 
today’s flow of cases. The Supreme Court has been 
set at nine since 1869. That’s 152 years ago. It’s gone 
through seven changes in size since the nation 
was founded. What’s happened since that time, 
the nation’s population has increased. The flow of 
commerce has increased. The amount of criminal 
activity has increased. The law has become more 
complex, because session of Congress sees new 

laws placed on the books that oftentimes have to 
be enforced in the courts. The court itself has not 
kept up with that pace of change. Now is the time 
to correct the imbalance and establish a court that 
has greater capacity to render justice.

GC: You’re making an argument here on a 
technical matter: that simply as a matter of getting 
work done, you need four more justices.

HJ: Yes. I’m making that argument.
GC: Obviously, there’s a fundamental political 

argument – the court has more conservatives than 
liberals in a country that arguably isn’t as conserva-
tive as this court. Given what’s happened over the 
last four years with judicial appointments – parti-
cularly the Merrick Garland thing – that this is a 
means of rebalancing the court, politically.

HJ: Well, I think that it’s shameful that Re-
publicans have stacked the courts, including the 
Supreme Court, but that is not the primary reason 
I’m moving forward with this legislation. The fact 
is, the courts of appeals across the nation process 
50,000 cases per year. The Supreme Court, in its 
wise discretion, accepts 100 or less cases a year. 
That’s like point-zero-two percent of the business of 
the appellate courts. There’s something wrong with 
that equation.

GC: So, you think a larger Supreme Court would 
be able to hear more appeals?

HJ: Yes. And also eliminate the continuation of 
a second-tier justice system, one for cases decided 
on what’s called the shadow docket, emergency 

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE
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Dear Decaturish,

For over a five (5) year period, my husband suffered from a serious 
sinus condition resulting in him developing uncontrolled asthma. 
After going to numerous doctors in the Atlanta area, we were refer-
red to a clinic in Denver Colorado to provide a complete analysis of 
what was really going on. After six (6) full days of intense testing and 
one (1) outpatient surgery, we came home to receive a clinic bill that 
was 100% paid for via his Medicare Advantage plan. The clinic was in 
network! 

Once we came home my husband needed another in-hospital 
surgery. Caring for a loved one in the hospital can be exhausting and 
often does not allow for much else, like grocery shopping. Once he 
was released from the hospital, I was happily surprised when I found 

out that Medicare Advantage covered groceries and their delivery, 
allowing me to focus on my husband’s recovery.  

My husband’s surgery and out-of-state clinic visit are just one 
example of ways our Medicare Advantage program has taken care of 
us since we enrolled 7 years ago. And we are still learning about new 
benefits that are accessible to us. I also use our program benefits for 
fitness and wellness classes I take advantage of for free. 

My husband and I couldn’t be more pleased with Medicare Advan-
tage. Our legislators should be doing all that they can in Washington 
to ensure that this important program is strengthened. 

Thank you, 

— Charlene Love 

BY GEORGE CHIDI, CONTRIBUTOR

A chat with U.S. Rep. Hank Johnson
G E O R G E  O N  G E O R G I A

https://theatlantaobjective.substack.com/
https://theatlantaobjective.substack.com/


matters that come before the court where they end up deciding the case but 
doing so without benefit of briefing or oral argument, or a written decision sta-
ting the basis for the decision. We have too many cases that are being decided 
on the shadow docket. If you increase the number of Supreme Court justices, 
maybe we could prevent that abuse of judicial power.

GC: So, what happens now? Where’s your bill today?
HJ: The bill sits assigned to the judiciary committee, where I chair the cour-

ts and intellectual property subcommittee. It’s assigned to my committee. I am 
… empowered to hold hearings.

GC: Should we expect to have hearings on this later this year?
HJ: The public should be prepared for a number of hearings on the opera-

tion of our federal courts, including the United States Supreme Court.
GC: That’s going to be interesting. While I’ve got you, let’s talk about health 

care. What should we be looking for now?
HJ: Well, the American Rescue Plan reopened the period to sign up for 

Insurance under the Affordable Care Act, and it increased the amount of 
subsidies that people can receive who go on to the exchange to purchase health 
care coverage under the Affordable Care Act, thus making health care more 
affordable. I forget how many millions of people have insurance as a result of 
the passage of the American Rescue Plan. Affordable health care for all is the 
goal that Democrats are pursuing.

GC: The American Rescue Plan is paying my COBRA coverage. It’s been 
world changing for me.

HJ: Subsidies for COBRA coverage are in there. It’s still making health 
insurance affordable. Look for Congress to make these kinds of investments 
permanent. 

GC: Like Cobra?
HJ: What’s more likely is that we open up other avenues of coverage 

availability … Things like reducing Medicare from 65 to, let’s say to 50. There’s 
legislation and movement to try to make that happen. There’s a whole host of 
vehicles for legislation to make health care more affordable.

GC: Let me ask a broad question here. It’s been a long time since Democra-
ts have been able to get legislation of any kind through. How are you feeling 
about that?

HJ: Democrats were in control for my first four years. During that four 
years, we passed the Affordable Care Act … and the $787 billion stimulus bill. 
We brought the nation out of the recession, and established the Affordable Care 
Act during those years. Those were important milestones. We paid the price in 
2010 election, but then in 2017 we were voted back in, and now we’re on our 
second session in Democratic hands, and we’ve already passed into law the 
American Rescue Plan. We’ve passed a lot of stuff but we have to get it through 
the Senate.

GC: You’ve worked on a lot of things over the years – demilitarization of 
police, preventing big companies from gaming government contracts for small 
businesses, more. There’s a lot of stuff that’s been bottled up over the years.

HJ: It’s a once in a generation moment for the nation to do some big things. 
The biggest thing we need to do now is infrastructure, both physical and 
human.

GC: Georgia is at the center of the political universe. Still. Georgia is never 
again going to have a shot at the kind of federal money like we’re going to get 
this time around. Is that translating into gains in spending legislation?

HJ: I think it will translate into projects on the ground at some point. For 
the first time in 10 years or 12 years, Congress is looking to do congressionally-
-appropriated spending, also known as earmarks. A modest amount of money 
has been set aside for congressionally-directed spending. That should translate 
into projects on the ground here in Georgia.

GC: Who is pitching you for stuff to build here?
HJ: We had a process where we reached out to all of the jurisdictions to get 

all of the projects that are ready for submission. We’re working through that 
process now. (NOTE: The projects under consideration are posted on Johnson’s 
congressional website for public review.)

GC: OK. <sigh> Have you been following the Stonecrest stuff?
HJ: Yes. I’m deeply disturbed about what I’ve read.
GC: <prodding him> Is there anything you think needs to be done by the 

state or federal government at this point, about this?
HJ: This situation will wind its way through the proper authorities. Con-

gress intended for CARES Act to be allocated in the way that it required. That 
money will have to be accounted for, and taxpayers held harmless from any 
misspending of that money.

GC: There was a tremendous political problem Congress wrestled with last 
year, trying to find a balance between strong restrictions and reporting require-
ments, and the need to get money quickly into the community. Do you believe 
the CARES Act may have lent itself to potential abuses like this?

HJ: No. I think it’s not in terms of what it was intended for, but who was en-
trusted with apportioning the funding for the intended purposes. You’re always 
going to have that … negligence, or malfeasance. Here, look at the Department 
of Labor of the state of Georgia, which received hundreds of millions of dollars 
to disburse to unemployed people. To this very day, almost a year after the 
CARES Act passed, people can’t get money, or information from the Georgia 
Secretary of Labor. That is something that begs for investigation. Stonecrest: 
$6 million. Secretary of Labor: hundreds of millions of dollars. I don’t want to 
compare the two cases in a simplistic way, but we have misappropriation of 
money in both cases, it appears.

GC: Are you running for re-election?
HJ: Of course.
GC: Everybody and their brother is looking to jump up the chain right now, 

since Democrats can win statewide right now.
HJ: I’m happy where I am. I hope the citizens see fit to re-elect me to … 

what will it be, my ninth term?
GC: Unless you shoot somebody, I think you’re going to be re-elected until 

you don’t want to be anymore. But we’re not done with crazy elections here.
HJ: No. Not yet. Not in Georgia. 
– George Chidi is a political columnist and public policy advocate. He also 

writes for The Intercept. 

FILE PHOTO: Congressman Hank Johnson speaks at the city of Stone Mountain’s March for Social Justice 
with the event’s organizer, city of Stone Mountain Mayor Pro Tem Chakira Johnson beside him June 20. 
Johnson said to the crowd of over 100 people. “We are here to spread love not hate. We are all brothers 

and sisters today. I have a feeling things are about to change, shift a little. Down from my office was a 
Confederate monument that had been there 112 years. As of Thursday night, it is gone. The times they are 

a changin”. Photo by Dean Hesse.
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Letters to the editor are opinions of the authors of the letter, not 
Decaturish.com. 

Everyone has an equal opportunity to submit a letter to the editor. So if you read so-
mething here and don’t like it, don’t jump on our case. Write a letter of your own. All 

letters must be signed. We reserve the right to edit letters for length and content. 

To send your letter to the editor, email it to 
editor@decaturish.com
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This review will contain spoilers for “Invincible.” The 
show is available on Amazon Prime.

“Invincible” is one of several dark superhero TV 
shows populating streaming services these days. Amazon 
previously found success with another dystopian hero 
show called “The Boys” and HBO found success with “The 
Watchmen,” both comic book adaptations. Netflix, not to 
be outdone on the bad good guy premise, released “Jupi-
ter’s Legacy” this year.

I will admit to two things up front. 
I love old superhero cartoons, specifically the DC ani-

mated stuff like “Batman the Animated Series” (BTAS) and 
“Justice League.”

I’m also not a huge fan of gore. Sometimes gore is an 
occupational hazard of being a reporter. Sometimes it’s 
something I have to look past if I want to keep going with 
a particular movie or TV series. I did somehow make it 
through all eight seasons of “Game of Thrones,” but my 
threshold for it is lower than the general public’s.

“Invincible” unnerved me in ways “Game of Thrones” 
and “The Boys” didn’t. Its friendly aesthetic wouldn’t be 
out of place in the DC Universe animated shows. But un-
derneath, there’s a creeping dread. The show drips with 
malaise. Even without being explicitly told, you know so-
mething is wrong in this show’s universe.

Each episode starts with an advisory that the flashing 
lights in the series could induce epileptic seizures. Never 
saw that on BTAS. The season begins with a quiet conver-
sation between two security guards at the White House 
talking about their family life, and there’s enough detail 
there that you actually care about these characters. You 
think for a moment the show might be about them.

The show constantly and deliberately fleshes out an-
cillary and seemingly insignificant characters. The show 
purposefully reminds us that the casualties of its carnage 
are not expendable.

The security guards’ conversation is interrupted by 
two giant, blue bulletproof clones – the Mauler Twins 
— attacking the White House with the objective of sha-
ttering the illusion of the president’s safety. Shattering 
illusions will become a recurring theme throughout this 
series: the illusions of a perfect family, the illusions of 
youth, the illusions of control.

As fate would have it, the Guardians of the Globe – a 
parody of the “Justice League” – show up in the nick of 
time to spare the innocent lives (including the president’s) 
and save the day. The only clue that something is not qui-
te right is when the Guardians speedster, the Red Rush, 
causes motion sickness in the people he’s trying to save. 
This will the last time “Invincible” makes the unglamo-
rous side of superhero life easy for you. If you want to 
watch the rest of this thing, you better buckle up.

Following the big fight that kicks off the series, the 
show switches to the perspective of Mark Grayson, the 
son of the most powerful superhero on Earth, “Omni-
-Man” who is also a member of the Guardians. Grayson, 
being the son of Omni-Man who is a member of a race of 
powerful aliens called Viltrumites, is supposed to get his 
powers when he hits puberty, but is a late-bloomer.

When his powers finally kick in, everything changes. 
Omni-Man mentors his son, who takes Invicible as his 
superhero alias, but is somewhat wary of him as well for 
reasons that don’t become apparent until later.

The very first episode ends with Omni-Man luring the 

Guardians of the Globe back to their headquarters, where 
he savagely murders them all before collapsing himself 
due to the injuries he received during the fight.

The audience’s knowledge that Omni-Man is a piece 
of crap is the overarching conflict of the series. There 
are subplots, like the new teenage superheroes tapped 
to replace the Guardians. But you spend most of the se-
ries wondering when Mark will finally discover the truth 
about his father.

And he does. And it does not go well.
This series has a lot going for it. The voice cast is loa-

ded with talent. A few names I’ll mention: Steven Yeun 
plays Mark Grayson and Sandra Oh and J.K. Simmons 
play Debbie Grayson and Nolan Grayson / Omni-Man. 

The soundtrack is also banging, as the kids say. I’ve 
recently returned to the gym and this soundtrack is on 
my playlist. “Run the Jewels” makes several appearances. 
It gets me pumped up and makes me want to re-watch 
the show.

I probably will. It’s good. I’m giving it a B+, and the 
only thing keeping it from an A is there are a lot of cha-
racters and it’s hard to follow their stories at times. I fully 
expect the next season to have a bit more focus now that 
Mark has come to terms with his father’s treachery and 
his own powers and responsibilities and the other charac-
ters have been well established.

The series is a fun ride for comic book fans even if 
the gore could potentially be a turnoff for more casual 
viewers. If you’re squeamish like me, I’d encourage you 
to try and grit your way through. You’ll be glad you did.

Dan Whisenhunt is the editor and publisher of Deca-
turish.com.

FLICK S WITH DAN: IF YOU C AN IGNORE THE 
G ORE , ‘IN VINCIBLE’ IS WORTH A WATCH

FLICK S WITH NICKI: 
MORE THAN ‘MINARI’

I read “The Woman Warrior” by Maxine Hong Kin-
gston my freshman of college. Though it was about the 
Chinese-American experience, the narrative of being 

caught between two cul-
tures resonated with me. I 
understood her reflection 
and longing even though 
it wasn’t my own. As a Ja-
maican kid who grew up in 
Stone Mountain, Georgia, 
I still wonder who I am. I 
still find myself drawn to 
immigrant stories.

“Minari” reminds us 
that the American dream 
doesn’t solely live in the 
hustle of big cities. Immi-

grants land in all parts of 
the United States. Jacob Yi (Steven Yuen, “The Walking 
Dead”) moves his family from California to Arkansas, 
where he dreams of turning the land into a garden of 
Korean vegetables. The alternative is the job of chi-
cken sexing where people sort the animals by gender. 
The females are kept for eggs and meat, but the males 
are not needed.

Jacob is not a man to be discarded. He works hard 
on the land and quickly loses focus on his wife, chil-
dren, and mother-in-law Soonja (Youn Yuh-Jung). Ja-
cob is guilty of wanting to change their life while his 
wife Monica (Han Ye-ri) needs to play it safe. The quest 
for purpose and belonging never change no matter 
how long you’ve lived here or where you’re from.

I watched “Minari” braced for trauma, racism, and 
violence. Paul (Will Patton), the religious fanatic who 

helps Jacob, has a strange aura around him. The boy 
at church might be a bully. His working-class father 
might be a predator. We find that the Americans in 
this story are guilty of ignorance, but not hate. The Yi 
family feels people watching them. And we are also 
watching. Sometimes the intense pressure to perform 
makes us bold. Determined. I remember those eyes. 
Curious stares can be both hurtful and kind.

The Asian Diaspora is not just about immigrants. 
I grew up with Korean friends in Georgia who had 
newly arrived in the U.S. and Korean friends whose 
families had already lived in the American South for 
generations. While I am drawn to immigrant history, 
I know these are not the only stories to be told. No 
group should only be known for their enslavement, 
genocide, and journeys to freedom.

“Minari” veers away from the narrative that The 
South is backwards and the immigrant is without 
fault. Jacob makes mistakes. Arkansas in not the cau-
se of his downfall. Director Lee Isaac Chung captures 
what it feels like to dream and to be lost seeking that 
dream. Yuen earned a nomination for Best Actor, and 
Youn won the Academy Award for Best Supporting Ac-
tress for her role as the irreverent grandmother. This is 
a love song for Arkansas and one experience of being 
Korean in America. It is a movie that both inverts and 
satisfies our expectations, Grade B+

I grew up in a house where my father loved the 
book “Shogun” by James Clavell. I still have his origi-
nal hardback copy. He loved the mini-series that aired 
in the 1980’s starring Richard Chamberlain. But even 
as a child, I disliked it. I couldn’t quiet express my dis-
comfort until years later. The hero made me feel un-
comfortable. I recognized the trouble with the White 

Savior at an early age. As a society today, we have a 
better awareness of how we might honor and engage 
in other cultures without turning our interest into a 
fetish or appropriation.

May is Asian/Pacific American Heritage Month. 
This is a great time to support the arts by Asian Ame-
rican and Pacific Islanders in this country and Asian 
people everywhere. Read novels or biographies. Consi-
der watching a documentary. Fortunately, we have ac-
cess to movies and TV from around the world. Watch 
“Minari” (Grade B+) or these other options:

“Sweet Home” – TV Series (2020) Grade A- Mons-
ter apocalypse with lots of gore, but I also shed a few 
tears.

“The Half of It” (2020) Grade A+ The best movie of 
2020. Period. Girl helps boy find love and friendship.

“Kim’s Convenience” – TV Series (2016-2021) 
Grade A Family in Toronto navigates community and 
culture.

“Parasite” (2019) Grade A- A tutor intertwines his 
life and secrets with a rich family.

“The Promised Neverland” – TV Series (2019) 
Grade B- Orphans discover that they are food for 
monsters.

“Train to Busan” (2016) Grade A Zombies on a 
train. I also cried a little in this one.

“The Host” (2007) Grade B Big fish terrorize a city.
“Oldboy” (2003) Grade C This movie is so messed 

up. Maybe you should not watch it.
“Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon” (2000) Grade 

A+ Sweeping historical saga with lots of fighting and 
best touching of two hands in cinematic history.

Nicki Salcedo
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By Zoe Seiler, reporter

Decatur, Ga. — About five years ago, the Decatur Education Foundation es-
tablished Joe’s Fund, a behavioral health fund that was created to honor the life 
of Joe Bodine, a 2015 graduate of Decatur High School who lost his battle with 
addiction in May 2016. 

Bodine’s mother, Lori Heemann, and other members of the foundation have 
worked for four years to renovate and improve the student center at Decatur 
High School. That dream came to fruition as Heemann, members of the Decatur 
Education Foundation and school staff cut the ribbon to the Decatur Student 
Center on Wednesday, May 5. 

“My hope has always been that students and their families will find the help 
they need to prevent other tragedies from happening like what happened to Joe 
and thus my family and all that loved him,” Heemann said. “In my head, I’d like 
to think of this place as one of Joe’s hugs.”

The Decatur Education recently renovated the student center which was 
inspired by Decatur High School 2015 graduate, Joe Bodine, who lost his battle 
with addiction in 2016. Bodine’s mother, Lori Heemann, cut the ribbon to the 
renovated student center on Wednesday, May 5, at Decatur High School. Photo 
by Zoe Seiler.

After Bodine’s death, Heemann had the idea to establish a safe space for kids 
and their parents to seek the help they need so other families wouldn’t have to 
go through a similar experience, Heemann told Decaturish. 

“I just didn’t want him to die for no reason. I want something to come from 
it and so that’s how this got started,” Heemann said. “I hope they get the servi-
ces that they need and that they find that they’re not alone in whatever they’re 
struggling with.”

DEF board member Lauren Pelissier was pulled into the project to design the 
space. She is an event planner and designer by trade, and most recently laun-
ching the new 42 West Entertainment Group. 

She and the DEF created focus groups with students to ask for their input 
as to what they wanted from the space, what would make them feel good in the 
space and what would give them a safe space to hang out in, Pelissier said. 

What she heard from the students was that they wanted a safe that felt like 
a coffee shop. 

The student center is affectionately known as the Bluebird Cafe, an homage 
to the birds that remind Heemann of her son. 

Some furniture in the student center comes from Ebrik Coffee, a local coffee 
shop that closed its physical shops in the spring of 2020. 

The student center features coffee bar style seating, as well as other tables, 
couches, bean bag chairs and a clothing closet. 

Across the hall from the student center there are three individual counseling 
rooms and two group rooms. 

Student art is also featured in the area with a student mural in the hallway. 
The ceiling tiles will eventually feature student art and Bodine’s sister, Lia Bodi-
ne, will paint a logo on a bulletin board in the student center. 

Some of Lia’s artwork is already featured in the room as a portrait of Bodine 
is displayed on one of the walls. 

Pelissier had many spiritual conversations with Joe while working on the 
room, she said. 

“I didn’t have any music on or anything and I just sat with Joe in the room. 
Together we built the space so I truly believe that Joe is channeled through a lot 
of the stuff in here and I love your son,” Pelissier told Bodine’s family. “I know 
that he will live in this space for eternity as well as in the school district with 
everything you’ve done.” 

“That really makes me happy,” Bodine’s grandmother said in response to Pe-
lissier. “I miss him so much.” 

Heemann said her son would have hung out in the student center and he 
recognized that everyone has challenges and vulnerabilities, most of all himself.

“He was always kind and giving to those who were struggling,” Heemann 
said. “The goal was a welcoming place with all kinds of programs and support 
for all kinds of students. I know Joe would be proud of what we’ve done here and 
happy to have been of some help.”

Students in attendance were excited to see the transformation of the space 
that used to be two big classrooms. 

“It’s such a change from the last space. It’s so hard to believe that it’s the same 
space,” DHS sophomore Molly Peisner told Decaturish. 

She hopes the space will be a nice break from the demands of high school. 
“I believe this is like one of the only initiatives they’ve taken for mental heal-

th because they’re always saying take a break from the screens and get outside 
but to actually have a place where it’s specifically for mental health and to have a 
place where you can come and take a break is really nice and important,” Peisner 
said. 

The Decatur Education recently renovated the student center which was ins-
pired by Decatur High School 2015 graduate, Joe Bodine, who lost his battle with 
addiction in 2016. The student center is affectionately known as the Bluebird 
Cafe, an homage to the birds that remind Bodine’s mother of him. Photo by Zoe 
Seiler.

DHS sophomore Ivory Clarke added that the space is more alive than is used 
to be and it makes students happier. She hopes students will feel more comfor-
table asking for help and talking to someone when they need to. 

During the ribbon cutting, Student Success Coordinator Dianne Andree said 
that students have described the space as warm, welcoming and calming. 

“Our students, we know that they need support and they have talked about 
this as a safe place to come and that was when it just looked like a classroom,” 
Andree said. “In a world that is chaotic on any given day, but especially during 
this pandemic, I feel like our needs are going to be increased.”

The space has also transformed into a K-12 initiative and the district is 
working on building a physical space for the middle school, Andree said. 

“We’re going to continue to expand that support and continue to talk to kids 
because this space is for kids, designed by kids, to meet kids’ needs. That’s our 
goal,” Andree said. 

Joe’s Fund, in addition to going toward the renovation, has gone toward brin-
ging outside therapists to come to the student center and run groups, Andree 
added. 

“These funds are being used in different ways to support adolescent mental 
health and addiction resources. Each year, DEF goes through a budget process 
in which the executive director together with the Director of Programs and Part-
nerships and the Board of Directors, determines the Foundation’s behavioral 
health goals for the year and allocates funds to support those goals,” the DEF 
website says. 

The funds are granted to the City Schools of Decatur and other organiza-
tions and groups working to support kids’ health development. Donations can 
be made to Joe’s Fund through the DEF website.

Renovated Decatur Student Center 
honors the life of Decatur High grad

The Decatur Student Center features different seating areas in the room, including large bean bag 
chairs in front of a wall with plants, where students can relax and hang out. Photo by Zoe Seiler.

The Decatur Education recently renovated the student center which was inspired by Decatur High 
School 2015 graduate, Joe Bodine, who lost his battle with addiction in 2016. Bodine’s grandmother admi-

res a portrait of her grandson that was drawn by her granddaughter, Lia Bodine. Photo by Zoe Seiler.

https://decatureducationfoundation.org/behavioral-health/#joes-fund
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We wanted a place where our kids would learn to be
engaged citizens and citizens of the world. At Friends
School, we’ve got an amazing education. We’ve got a

social formation for our kids and our family. And we’ve
got a great, supportive community.

-- Friends School Parent

Founded as a model of diversity in 1991, The Friends School of
Atlanta is a small school community grounded in such

enduring values as community, peace and integrity. A Friends
School education not only prepares students to excel at higher

levels of learning, but also empowers them with the
conscience, conviction and compassion to change the world.

862 Columbia Drive, Decatur   404373-8746    friendsschoolatlanta.org

EDUCATING FOR PEACE AND JUSTICE 
PreK3- 8th Grade

https://friendsschoolatlanta.org/?utm_source=decaturish.com&utm_campaign=decaturish.com&utm_medium=referral


Hope Hill, 6, from Decatur, poses with her rainbow sidewalk art.
Railey Warren, (@artsyrew) from Martinez, GA 

poses with her sidewalk art.
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By Dean Hesse, contributor 

Decatur, Ga. — On Sunday, May 16, Decatur 
Arts Alliance partnered with chalk artist Jessi 
Queen from the Georgia Chalk Artists Guild 
to bring the city its first ever Downtown Chalk 
Walk.

The event took place around the pocket 
park at 1 West Court Square and featured a 
community competition, professional chalk 
artist invitational and free community area 
with a collaborative mural.

Angie Macon, executive director of Decatur 
Arts Alliance said, “We just wanted to get peo-
ple back downtown again with a safe and out-
door activity that everyone can enjoy.”

May is Arts Month in Decatur. Find out 
about Decatur Arts Alliance at decaturart-
salliance.org and Georgia Chalk Artists Guild 
at gachalkartists.org.

For more photos, visit the article on Deca-
turish.com.

P H O T O S  B Y  D E A N  H E S S E

Decatur holds Downtown Chalk Walk

Micah Jamison, 8, (l) and Pela Hammock, 9, contribute to the collaborative mural in the community area during the Down-
town Decatur Chalk Walk on Sunday, May 16, 2021.

https://decaturartsalliance.org/
https://decaturartsalliance.org/
https://www.gachalkartists.org/
https://decaturish.com/2021/05/photos-decatur-holds-downtown-chalk-walk/
https://decaturish.com/2021/05/photos-decatur-holds-downtown-chalk-walk/
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Top:  (l-r) Katie Gleber, Manuel Vazquez and Ruby Glebber, all from Atlanta, 
contribute to the collaborative mural in the community area .
Bottom left: Chalk street artist Joel Nathan from Columbia, SC shows his 
chalk covered hand during the Downtown Decatur Chalk Walk.

Bottom right: Godzilla fan Miller Whatley, 9, from Decatur, depicts her favor-
ite radioactive prehistoric sea monster in battle with Mothra in chalk during 
the Downtown Decatur Chalk Walk. Photos by Dean Hesse.



GOV. KEMP SIGNS DECATUR SCHOOLS SENIOR TAX CUT BILL, ANNEXATION BILL
By Dan Whisenhunt, editor

Decatur, Ga. — Gov. Brian Kemp has signed a bill giving tax cuts to seniors 
living in Decatur.

It will now be up to the city’s voters to approve the tax cuts during the city’s 
elections in November. He also signed another bill related to school annexations 
in DeKalb County, according to state Sen. Elena Parent.

The tax cuts would apply to City Schools of Decatur taxes. The governor signed 
Senate Bill 292 on May 3 though that action wasn’t reflected on the state’s website 
until this week. The governor’s office didn’t return numerous messages seeking 
updates on the status of the senior tax cut bill.

Senate Bill 292 replaces an earlier and more expensive version of those cuts, 

known as a Senior Homestead Tax Exemption. That was an unlimited homestead 
tax exemption for all seniors 65 and older that went into effect in 2016 and will 
sunset in 2021. That exemption was expected to cost the school district an additio-
nal $1.2 million per year over existing exemptions; however, it cost an extra $3.5 
million in reduced revenues in 2019, and an estimated $5.7 million in 2020.

To make up the shortfall, the district raised the millage rate from 18.66 to 20.25 
and reduced some services.

In addition, the School Board had hoped that the exemption would slow en-
rollment increases by encouraging seniors to stay in Decatur rather than selling 
their homes. A subsequent study conducted by Georgia State University indicated 
that the exemption did not have that effect.

Writer Sara Amis contributed to this story. 
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Avondale Estates, Ga. — Last year cities across 
the state, including Avondale Estates, had to cancel 
events and change the way they interacted with the 
community.

But Avondale Estates has persevered, the city’s 
mayor says.

Mayor Jonathan Elmore during his May 5 State of 
the City Address outlined all the progress Avondale 
Estates has made recently, especially regarding capi-
tal projects.

“The progress we’ve made in the last 18 months 
is impressive and worth celebrating and 2021 will be 
a year for healing, a year for recovery, and a year for 
progress,” Elmore said.

In 2020 the city faced challenges with the pande-
mic and did soul-searching about racial inequities in 
the city, Elmore said.

“We are committed to implementing a unified 
vision for Avondale Estates that is inclusive, mindful 
of our actions, and a model for others,” Elmore said. 
“One of the first steps is to take an honest and hard 
look at our policing practices.”

The Avondale Estates Police Department is ob-
taining state accreditation from the Georgia Associa-
tion of Police Chiefs. The process examines policies 
and procedures and seeks to implement best practi-
ces.

 The City Commission began conversations about 
evaluating the police department’s policies and pro-
cedures in June 2020. The board first considered hi-
ring a third-party consultant in August 2020 and in-
terviewed candidates in September 2020.

The city has not moved forward with hiring a 
consultant as the City Commission and city staff are 
waiting for the police department to finish the accre-
ditation process.

“As a staff, we still recommend to the board the 
same things that our two consultants recommended, 
which is making it through completion of this accre-
ditation process before releasing a [request for pro-
posals] for a third party review,” City Manager Patrick 
Bryant said at the March 10, 2021 work session.

The city started 2020 committed to bringing many 
of its bold initiatives to fruition. The pandemic caused 
some delays, but the city made great strides forward 
and are on track to do so in 2021, Elmore said.

One of the largest and most transformative pro-
jects the city is undertaking is the construction of the 
town green. The project includes the construction of 
a park and a potential event pavilion that will be loca-
ted along Highway 278/ North Avondale Road.

The City Commission, the Urban Redevelopment 
Agency and the Downtown Development Authority 
have been working on this effort. The city boards are 

working with Fabric Developers to design and cons-
truct the park.

Fabric Developers recently recommended Reeves 
Young as the firm to construct the town green. The 
base bid came in at about $5.7 million which includes 
the park, stormwater, construction of the new street 
and the interim solution.

The scope of this project has changed slightly as 
the commercial development is not feasible at this 
time. The original concept included a mixed-use, 
condo-retail building but a temporary solution will 
be put in its place.

The temporary solution that will essentially be 
an event pavilion for food trucks, pop up stores and 
other things to activate the park.

“After years of thoughtful debate and planning, 
we will break ground this summer and anticipate cut-
ting the ribbon by the end of the year,” Elmore said.

In conjunction with the town green project, the 
city is building a new street connecting Washington 
and Parry Streets, which was one of the key recom-
mendations that came out of the downtown street 
grid plan that was adopted in 2019.

“On the surface it might seem small, [but] the con-
nection is huge,” Elmore said.

The U.S. 278 project is another project the city has 
been working on for some time. The highway is over-
built and divides the neighborhood from the central 
business district, Elmore said.

The city hopes to make the highway safer and 
more walkable. In 2017, Avondale received federal 
and state funds to transform the corridor.

“The $7 million project will reduce lanes from five 
to three, with a 10-foot wide multi-use path for cyclis-
ts and pedestrians for the one-mile stretch from Sams 
Crossing to Ashton Place,” Elmore said. “This trans-
formation will address a long list of safety hazards 
and help drive future economic development.”

The concept plans and environmental reviews for 

the project were approved by the Georgia Department 
of Transportation. The city is working to acquire the 
right of way necessary for the project and is on track 
to begin construction in the summer of 2022.

Avondale Estates is tackling stormwater this year, 
a system that has been problematic for years due to 
the lack of maintenance of the aging system.

“Working with Brown and Caldwell, we develo-
ped a proactive, comprehensive stormwater manage-
ment program to meet our regulatory requirements, 
address flooding issues and maintain or repair our 
aging stormwater system,” Elmore said.

Funding for stormwater issues has affected the 
speed at which the city can address stormwater pro-
blems. This led the City Commission to recently triple 
the stormwater fees to enable the city to address the 
most pressing stormwater infrastructure failures.

One of the most exciting upcoming stormwater 
projects is the North Woods project that will address 
the wooded area near the community club by Lake 
Avondale, Elmore said.

“We will not only eliminate erosion and sediment, 
but we will also introduce rain gardens, walking trails 
and interpretive markers,” Elmore said. “Construc-
tion is expected to begin later this summer.”

The public works facility has been a topic of con-
versation for a few years and throughout last year the 
City Commission contemplated moving the facility to 
a new location, doing minor renovations and comple-
tely renovating the existing facility.

The City Commission recently made the decision 
to renovate the existing facility and keep the depart-
ment there for a while. The estimated cost of the re-
novations is up to $265,000.

“As such, we’ve already started the renovation 
of our public works facility to improve the working 
conditions for our staff and to create a more efficient 
workspace,” Elmore said. “This is really good news. 
We will finish this year.”

Elmore thanked the public works staff for their 
work during the COVID-19 pandemic and performing 
their duties with no interruption of service while un-
dergoing a change in leadership and reorganization.

Avondale has worked on significant policy based 
initiatives including the update to the historic district 
guidelines and rewriting the zoning code.

The historic district guidelines were completed 
toward the end of last year and are currently in place.

“Similarly, we adopted new historic district guide-
lines that are clear, easy to understand and leave less 
room for subjective interpretation,” Elmore said.

The city is currently working on the zoning code 
rewrite. The City Commission is waiting to receive re-
commendations from the Planning and Zoning Board 
before moving toward adoption of the document, 
which is anticipated to happen this summer.

Avondale Estates Mayor focuses on progress, 
major projects in state of the city speech

Photo caption: Avondale Estates Mayor Jonathan Elmore 
focused on progress and the city’s major construction and 

policy projects in the State of the City Address given on 
Wednesday, May 5, via Zoom. Photo by Zoe Seiler.

BY ZOE SEILER, REPORTER
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By Logan C. Ritchie, contributor

DeKalb County, Ga. — New details have emer-
ged in DeKalb County’s efforts to turn swampy flood 
plains into dollars, and environmental groups have 
taken notice.

Stop the Swap, a group born out of the threat to 
swap land in South DeKalb County, said the last two 
years have been riddled with lies.

In October 2020, DeKalb County Board of Com-
missioners voted to swap with Blackhall Studios 53 
acres of land on Constitution Road for 40 acres of 
nearby Intrenchment Creek Park. Blackhall Studios’ 
CEO Ryan Millsap promised DeKalb County he wou-
ld put $1.5 million into building a new park, trails 
and wetland restoration.

Last week, Millsap announced he was selling 
Blackhall Studios to Commonwealth Group, a Los 
Angeles private equity firm, for $120 million with 
no promise for community engagement. That leaves 
an open question about whether the promises Bla-
ckhall made will come to pass.

Blackhall Studios is home to television and film 
productions including “Lovecraft County,” “Doctor 
Sleep” and “Jumanji: The Next Level.”

DeKalb County CEO Michael Thurmond and 
COO Zach Williams supported the land swap deal in 
part because Millsap promised 5,000 jobs for DeKalb 
County residents and an internship program for 
nearby McNair High School.

According to reporting by the Atlanta Business 
Chronicle, Millsap in December 2020 filed plans for 
another 1-million-square-foot expansion to add sou-
nd stages, offices, warehousing and catering space.

In February, Blackhall obtained 40 acres of coun-
ty parkland north of its existing campus.

Joe Perry, member of Stop the Swap, said Mill-
sap has “spent the last two years hiding his plans, 
obscuring facts and outright lying to residents about 
his intentions.”

“[Millsap] admitted the new owners of Blackhall 
are not beholden to keep any of the empty promises 
he made. And now, we find out not only is he clear 
cutting 40-plus acres at Intrenchment Creek Park, 
but he’s also purchased 170-plus acres immediately 
south of Constitution Lakes and right on the South 

River that he also plans to clear of all trees,” said Per-
ry, a DeKalb County resident.

“He doesn’t care about our city in a forest or the 
long-term health and well-being of our community,” 
Perry added. “He only cares about making money.”

Millsap said the sale of Blackhall Studios was 
a year in the making. But former DeKalb Commis-
sioner Kathie Gannon told Decaturish that DeKalb 
commissioners had no knowledge a sale was in the 
works when the land swap was approved.

Gannon said, “I continue to be opposed to the 
land swap. Now that we see the recent Blackhall 
deal, it is clear [Millsap] needed to have the land to 
make the deal go through. What they had and what 
they gave to the county was not buildable. Who pur-
chases a large swath of floodplain, and for what pur-
pose?”

Gannon is skeptical about jobs promised to 
DeKalb County residents. According to Dun and 
Bradstreet, Blackhall employs nine people and ge-
nerates $736,526 in sales.

“Pay attention to the promise of 5,000 jobs,” Gan-
non said.

Commissioner Jeff Rader voiced criticism for 
the land swap in 2020, but could not be reached for 
comment.

The next big impact to the area could be the city 
of Atlanta’s plan to turn the old Atlanta Prison Farm 
into a police training complex. South River Water-
shed Alliance started a petition against building on 
the land at 1420 Key Road SE in Atlanta. The land 
once housed a 300-acre former experimental prison 
camp, and now straddles both city of Atlanta and 
DeKalb County.

The unfinished business of DeKalb County’s 
land swap with Blackhall Studios

Decatur resident Dr. Nancy Messonnier resigns from role at CDC
By Zoe Seiler, reporter

Atlanta, Ga. — Dr. Nancy Messonnier is resigning from her role at the Cen-
ters for Disease Control and Prevention, the agency’s director confirmed last 
week. The Decatur resident is a health expert who was among the first to raise 
concerns about the threat COVID-19 posed to the U.S.

Messonnier “leaves behind a strong force of leadership and courage in all 
that she’s done,” CDC Director Rochelle Walensky said at a press briefing that 
was reported on by CNBC. “I want to wish her the best in her future endeavors.”

Messonier has served as director of the agency’s National Center for Im-
munization and Respiratory since 2016. She also led the CDC’s COVID-19 task 
force but was reassigned from that role in April. She was moved to an incident 
management response team, according to Politico.

Her resignation was effective as of Friday, May 14. She will begin a new role 
was executive director for pandemic and public health systems at the Skoll Fou-
ndation, a California-based organization, CNBC reported.

Early in 2020, when less than 100 COVID-19 cases has been reported in the 
U.S., Messonnier urged the country to start preparing for a massive outbreak 
that would drastically impact normal life.

Her warnings contrasted sharply with former President Donald Trump’s 
messaging, prompting him to threaten to fire Messonnier, according to CNBC.

The Decatur mom also signed a letter to the editor published in Decaturish 
in December 2020. She and her husband, Mark Messonnier, signed the letter as 
private citizens.

The letter was signed by many other public heal-
th and medical professionals who expressed concerns 
about the narrow use and misrepresentation of scien-
ce in City Schools of Decatur’s justification to not pro-
vide sixth through 12th grade students an option to 
return to in-person learning at the time.

The group of 18 signees believed that the school 
district’s decision to continue virtual learning for mi-
ddle and high school students was based on a misread 
of the available evidence on school-based transmis-
sion of the coronavirus.

The letter to the editor goes on to say that while 
the CDC provided guidance on an array of mitigation 
strategies for schools, including wearing masks, phy-

sical distancing, environmental hygiene and cohorting, there was no evidence 
to suggest that all of those measures had to be in place to the degree CSD was 
requiring.

Messonnier did not immediately respond to a request for a comment.

A parcel map presentation provided by Blackhall Studios.

Nancy Messonnier
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Atlanta, Ga. — The Kirkwood Neighbors’ Orga-
nization at its May 10 meeting approved the Spring 
Fling budget.

Spring Fling will be held on July 31 this year and 
will be a smaller event than in years past. Spring 
Fling is not expecting revenue from the barbecue 
competition, beer sales, the children’s area or the 
tour of homes. There will still be a 5K run, but it will 
be smaller than previous years.

“All of those are going to be left out this year 
in an effort to keep the festival smaller, reduce the 
footprint, and to have it be more COVID safe,” said 
Andrew Feury, Spring Fling chair. “Other things that 
we’ve done is we’re going to cap the runners at 600.”

There will still be artist booths and the nei-
ghborhood is expecting to see slightly less food tru-
cks this year.

The estimated revenue for Spring Fling is about 
$54,000 and the costs are expected to come in at 
about $38,000. Revenue will come from sponsor-
ships, the 5k race and merch sales. Feury doesn’t 
expect the neighborhood will need to deviate from 
this budget.

In other business, KNO approved a motion to 
strongly encourage the city of Atlanta Department 
of Parks as well as the city to work to preserve and 
restore the urban treehouse at Bessie Branham Park.

KNO Environmental Committee Chair Earl 
Williamson presented the motion and explained 
that the urban treehouse was constructed in about 
1995 and has had very little maintenance over the 
years. It is structurally sound and has some insect 
damage, Williamson said.

The last time the neighborhood presented the 
idea to the parks department the department asked 
about financing. The idea behind the motion is to 
add more support and pressure to the parks depart-
ment.

“Typically with parks if you can get some peo-
ple on board demonstrating support for something, 
parks will more likely participate in a more proacti-
ve manner,” Williamson said.

The environmental committee plans to go to 
the city and the parks department to ask for more 
funding. Williamson said they may not get the full 

amount needed to preserve and restore the urban 
treehouse but is hopeful the parks department may 
provide some funding as they enter into their bud-
get planning cycle.

Williamson has not received a formal estimated 
cost. He received an informal estimate from someo-
ne who builds commercial structures of about the 
same square footage of the urban treehouse. That 
estimate is about $250,000.

The environmental committee is also working 
on salvaging and rebuilding the pedestrian bridge 
at the Kirkwood Urban Forest Preserve which was 
funded and installed by the KNO. At the May 10 mee-
ting, the KNO also approved the budget in the first 
of two votes.

“The wood replacement is $9,500. The permit and 
the engineer plans and all that are $1,500,” Kirkwood 
resident Stan Sugarman said. “I’m estimating about 
$8,000 in labor, but I’m going to donate some of it, so 
I was hoping KNO could contribute $15,000.”

The pedestrian bridge to access the Kirkwood 
Urban Forest was built in 2016-2017 by Kirkwood 

Neighbors Organization (KNO) in partnership with 
Stryant Construction. It was funded through the nei-
ghborhood as well as a matching grant from Park 
Pride. The project took several years to plan, finance 
and build. The bridge was badly burned last month.

KNO President Katie Kissel said she was con-
cerned about the budget request and how much 
the neighborhood has in reserves given the smaller 
Spring Fling this year.

“What we’re saying is that right now this bridge 
is a safety hazard and that we are afraid,” Kissel said.

Sugarman added that two beams of the bridge 
are gone and the third beam is charred.

“It’s being basically held together by inertia and 
some boards that aren’t designed to hold it together,” 
Sugarman said.

The neighborhood plans to ask the city of Atlanta 
Department of Parks for funding for the bridge.

“Because they didn’t build it to begin with, it’s 
unlikely they’ll do a full ride on it, but I think be-
cause of another parks issue that they may be more 
willing to throw money in,” Williamson said.

Holly Barbour practices yoga during the Kirkwood Spring Fling. File photo for illustration purposes.

Tucker hosting in-person ‘Summer of Fun’ events
By Dan Whisenhunt, editor

Tucker, Ga. — The city of Tucker is hosting in-person TKR Summer 
of Fun events this year.

The events were virtual last year due to the COVID-19 pandemic. 
Summer of Fun first launched in 2018.

“With the number of vaccinations going up and the number of 
infections going down, we think it’s time to regain this small piece of 
normalcy,” Mayor Frank Auman said in a press release. “I think it is 
important that patrons read up on the CDC guidance on mask wearing, 
especially as all three of these events will be held outdoors.”

Here’s more information from the city of Tucker:
The Summer of Fun kicks off on June 4 with the beloved Movie 

on Main. This year’s film will be chosen by the people, as they vote 
in a Facebook poll later this week. That will be followed by the July 3 
Celebration of Independence and Fireworks Spectacular. The fireworks 
show, which will launch from downtown Tucker, will feature live 
bands, plus the traditional playing of the national anthem and God 
Bless America. The summer will wrap up on August 3 with National 
Night Out hosted at Midvale Elementary School.

This year, the City has a growing list of sponsors, including TKR 
Summer of Fun series sponsors Discover DeKalb and Jacobs.Photo provided by the city of Tucker

Kirkwood Neighbors’ Organization approves Spring Fling budget
BY ZOE SEILER, REPORTER

https://www.minervaplanninggroup.com/?utm_source=decaturish.com&utm_campaign=decaturish.com&utm_medium=referral


Clarkston, Ga. — The Clarkston City Council 
narrowly approved an ordinance amendment to allow 
retail delivery shops to sell and deliver packages of 
beer, wine and malt beverages. Mayor Beverly Burks 
broke the tie in the 4-3 vote, which is her first vote 
since taking office.

The change adds a fourth category for new licens-
es permitted for certain designated businesses. The 
following language will be added to the ordinance, 
according to the agenda packet, “Retail Delivery Shop 
means a retail establishment, which is engaged in 
the retail sale of food products, household goods and 
other sundry items for delivery only, that has a total 
interior floor area of not more than 10,000 square feet.”

The amendment was approved with two additional 
terms that there will be a trial period from August 
2021 to December 2022 and that a retail delivery shop 
cannot host in-person events.

The trial period would allow the city to see if 
there are any negative effects, like any potential issue 
with underage purchases or an unforeseen economic 
impact on local businesses, Councilmember Jamie 
Carroll said.

Gopuff requested this change so they can expand 
and venture into delivery beer, wine and malt bever-
ages. The business delivers food and drinks, cleaning 
supplies, home needs, over-the-counter medication, 
and is a delivery only business.

In other business, the City Council appointed nine 
members to the Clarkston Police Community Task 
Force with a 3-1-1 vote. Eyasu abstained from the vote 
and Hopkins cast a no vote. Councilmember Ahmed 
Hassan seemingly did not cast a vote.

The members are all experts in various areas, 
including mental health, domestic violence and a 
multicultural organization.

Judge David Will, who is contracted as the city’s 
municipal court judge, was appointed to the task 
force, although some concerns were raised about his 
involvement and any potential conflict of interest.

City Attorney Stephen Quinn said that he can 
see why someone may be uncomfortable with Will’s 
appointment but doesn’t foresee any issues.

The nine members appointed to the police task 
force are:

– Joseph Arnold, executive director of Positive 
Growth Inc

– Teresa Hardy, president of the DeKalb County 
NAACP

– Judge David Will, Clarkston Municipal Court 
Judge

– Luay Sami, executive director of the Clarkston 
Community Center

– Jewell Gooding, executive director of Silence of 
the Shame

– Pastor Karl Moore, Clarkston First Baptist Church
– April Ross, executive director of GA Commission 

on Family Violence
– Rafiq Ahmad, Georgia chapter president of the 

National Organization of Black Law Enforcement 
Executives

– Kim Ault, a Clarkston resident
— Zoe Seiler, reporter

Clarkston City Council approves alcohol 
delivery, appoints judge to police task 

State Rep. Bee Nguyen launches bid 
for Secretary of StateN E W S  I N  B R I E F  

Atlanta, Ga. — State Rep. Bee Nguyen, D-Atlanta, 
has announced her candidacy to be Georgia’s next 
Secretary of State.

Nguyen, the first Vietnamese-American elected to 
the state Legislature, made headlines for debunking 
President Trump’s claims of election fraud. Her 
actions also resulted in threats against her life.

She currently holds the seat previously held by 
Stacey Abrams.

“Georgia must be a leader in our country on vo-
ting rights, not on voter suppression,” Nguyen said in 
her campaign announcement. “As your next Secre-
tary of State, I will prioritize accessibility, efficiency, 
and equity across all divisions.”

The state primary election will be held in 2022. 
Georgia Secretary of State Brad Raffensperger is ex-
pected to run again and will likely face a Republican 
primary challenge from Rep. Jody Hice, the New York 
Times reported.

City of Stone Mountain considering 
paid parking to capitalize on park 
attendance

Stone Mountain, Ga. — Parking at Stone Moun-
tain Park will cost you $20.

But if you park along the streets of the city next 
to it, you don’t have to pay anything and can walk 
into the park from there. The Stone Mountain City 
Council is considering adding metered parking to 
city streets to deter this practice and to ensure that 
people visiting Stone Mountain patronize the city’s 
businesses.

During the May 4 City Council meeting Mayor 
Patricia Wheeler appointed a committee to study 
the issue. Committee members are Councilmem-
bers Jasmine Little, Gina Cox and Shawnette Bryant.

“The biggest issue I see with Stone Mountain is 
that we have people that come in to Stone Mountain 
Park and park in our parking places and then walk 
in to the park,” Councilmember Little said. “It’s free 
to walk in to the park and our parking spaces are 
free.”

She said the city wants to ensure its businesses 
get the benefits of people driving in from out of 
town and parking in Stone Mountain. There are se-
veral new businesses coming opening soon, council 
members noted.

“I have a business in Stone Mountain and I’ve 
come in on a Sunday and nowhere to park at all,” 
Little said.

Councilmemer Clint Monroe noted that the 
Atlanta Regional Commission in 2018 did a study 
and found that there was ample parking in Stone 
Mountain. But with restaurants and other busines-
ses opening up, that could change.

The ARC study noted that parking in the city 
becomes scarcer when the park holds large events.

ARC identified a total of 90 parking lots and 77 
on-street parking spaces, about 2,024 parking spaces 
in all. Of those, just under half are in the city’s Villa-
ge Core which surrounds Main Street. All the city’s 
on-street parking spaces are located in the Village 
Core, the ARC report found.

Decatur Arts Festival won’t happen 
this year, other activities in the works

Decatur, Ga. — For the second year in a row, 
Decatur will not be hosting its annual Arts Festival 
on Memorial Day weekend.

Last year the festival was canceled due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic and there aren’t any plans to 
bring it back this year according to Angie Macon 
with the Decatur Arts Alliance.

“The Decatur Arts Festival will not take place in 
its usual form in 2021,” Macon said.

The Arts Alliance is hoping to partner with Ag-
nes Scott for a Fine Arts Exhibition and is exploring 
the possibility of an artists’ market in the fall.

“We really want to get the artists some work as 
well as get folks to shop downtown again,” Macon 
said.

This year will see the return of some events and 
the reimagining of others. There have been no an-
nouncements regarding the Decatur Book Festival, 
which occurs on Labor Day weekend, but the Book 
Festival will host a summer reading series.

The Decatur BBQ Blues & Bluegrass Festival will 
return this year on Aug. 14 at Legacy Park. There are 
also discussions about bringing back the popular 
Oakhurst Porchfest event, but there have been no 
official announcements yet.

Meanwhile, Kirkwood has decided to bring back 
a scaled-down version of its Spring Fling event, 
which will be held on July 31.

— Dan Whisenhunt, editor

Former Decatur High principal, 
leaving DeKalb Schools for Fulton

DeKalb County, Ga. — Noel Maloof will be leav-
ing his job with DeKalb County Schools for a job in 
Fulton County Schools.

Maloof, who currently serves as DeKalb County 
Schools Deputy Chief Operations Officer, will be 
taking over as chief operations officer in the Fulton 
County School District, according to the Atlanta 
Journal Consitution.

A spokesperson for the DeKalb County School 
District said, “Mr. Noel Maloof is leaving DeKalb 
County School District to pursue new opportunities 
and promotion at Fulton County Schools. His last 
day at DeKalb Schools is Friday, May 14, 2022. We 
wish Noel Maloof continued success in his future 
endeavors. Mr. Ben Estill will continue to oversee 
the Operations Department.”

Prior to joining DeKalb County Schools, Maloof 
served as City Schools of Decatur’s Chief Operating 
Officer a job he held after being promoted from his 
job as principal of Decatur High School.

Maloof joined CSD in 2014 and left in 2020.

— Dan Whisenhunt, editor
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Tucker, Ga. — Since 1985 the Blue Ribbon Grill has been a long standing 
restaurant in Tucker. A place where people go for good food and get to know 
their neighbors.

“Everybody says this is the ‘Cheers’ bar of Tucker,” owner Jennifer Greene 
said. “It’s like where everybody knows your name.”

Greene and her husband, Eric, have been the owners since Feb. 1 and are 
looking forward to keeping the restaurant going.

The pair, who are new to the restaurant industry, wanted to open their own 
restaurant but those plans were hampered due to the coronavirus pandemic.

“My husband and I are both huge foodies. We love food, we love drinks, we 
love cooking together. Ever since we got married every once in a while he would 
say something like, ‘we should start a restaurant,’” Greene said.

At the beginning of 2020, Eric was looking for a career change from opera-
tions management so the couple jumped on the idea of owning a restaurant.

Greene and her husband don’t plan to change anything about the restaurant, 
which offers a dark, homey feeling and serves comfort food.

It’s also a restaurant where the servers go out of their way for their custo-
mers.

On Valentine’s Day a server brought chocolate to hand out to customers on 
the way into the restaurant. Another bartender also bought an LED magnifying 
glass for a customer with vision problems who couldn’t read the menu, Greene 
said.

“We have a group that comes in every week and they sit outside even when 
it’s cold because they don’t want to come inside,” Green said. “So the server 
knows [when] they’re coming so she brings blankets on that day.”

Blue Ribbon Grill is known for their specialities like meatloaf, pot roast, pri-
me rib and a reuben sandwich.

“People will come in every week on that night just to get that special,” Greene 
said.

They also offer Sunday brunch and have a full bar, Greene said.
“We also are really well known for our burgers,” Greene added.
She described the meatloaf burger as huge, saying she could barely keep the 

sandwich together in one hand while taking an Instagram photo.
“It’s probably one of the best things we have on the menu but we’re also well 

known for the blue cheese burger and the bison burger,” Greene said.
Blue Ribbon Grill will offer a special St. Patrick’s Day menu in March that 

will focus on a few Irish dishes as the main specialties for the day, which will 
include corned beef and cabbage, an Irish stew, a corned beef sandwich and the 
reuben sandwich.

They will also serve Bud Light green beer, Yuengling black and tan, Guinness 
and whiskey shots.

The restaurant has implemented various COVID-19 safety measures. They 
have an outdoor, dog-friendly patio. Inside the tables are spread apart and the 

booths have partitions in between them. There is also limited seating at the bar.
The staff also wears masks and cleans regularly. They also wipe down all con-

diment bottles between each customer. A cleaning company additionally comes 
to the restaurant once a week to do a virus spray to clean the space of any germs.

Customers can order takeout from the restaurant and can pick up curbside 
when requested. There is currently not an option for delivery, although one of 
Greene’s goals is to add that.

The owners are focused on being involved in the community and doing good 
for their neighbors.

On Wednesday, Feb. 24, Greene is hosting a Zoom event to bring customers 
together. She encourages those interested in participating to order takeout from 
the restaurant and have an opportunity to meet the restaurant staff.

“We’re hosting it for people that are still anxious about going out to eat be-
cause a lot of people are isolated and lonely right now because they haven’t been 
out in so long,” Greene said. “I thought a Zoom meeting would be a good way for 
people to catch up with each other.”

She said some customers have come into the restaurant the day they got their 
second COVID-19 vaccine shot and were excited to dine in again.

“So that made me think well, you know, there’s a lot of people that don’t have 
that yet,” Greene said. “So it’ll just be a way for everybody to catch up with each 
other that lives in Tucker.”

Blue Ribbon Grill is located at 4006 Lavista Road in Tucker. Here are the res-
taurant’s hours:

Monday- Friday  – 11:30 a.m. untill 9 p.m.
Saturday – 11:30 a.m. until 9p.m.
Sunday 11 a.m. -9 p.m.
Brunch: Sunday Only: 11 a.m. -3 p.m.

Customers Karen Triana and Linda Hunter enjoy a meal at Blue Ribbon Grill. The restaurant got new 
owners on Feb. 1, Jennifer and Eric Greene. Photo submitted by Jennifer Greene.

S M A L L  B U S I N E S S  S P O T L I G H T :

BLUE RIBBON GRILL
BY ZOE SEILER, CONTRIBUTOR

Cherokee Rose BBQ opens in Stone Mountain 
By Patrick Saunders, contributor 

Stone Mountain, Ga. — Restaurateur Jonathan 
Hartnett is preparing to open the doors to his new 
concept in Stone Mountain called Cherokee Rose 
BBQ Bar & Kitchen.

The restaurant will open May 24 in a restored 
building at 975 Main Street. Hartnett, a Stone Moun-
tain native, said he “fell in love with” the spot, which 
dates back to 1895.

“The place is gorgeous,” he told The Tucker 
Observer. “I’ve got some old photos of the property 
that are incredible. We’re the oldest property in Stone 
Mountain.”

It’s Hartnett’s third restaurant in the area after 
opening Peruvian spot Las Brasas with Mike Koechlin 
in Decatur in 2007. Hartnett opened Mexican eatery 
Los Arcos in Stone Mountain in 2016. Cherokee Rose 
is named after the state flower of Georgia, and the 
menu will reflect that with Georgia barbecue and 
other traditional Georgia recipes.

“We’re going to do a lot of smoked meats and 
smoked vegetables,” Hartnett said. “It’s in the realm 

of barbecue but more unique and more modern.”
Keep an eye out for dishes like smoked scallops 

and grits with smoked pork belly too.
The Peach State theme will carry over to the drink 

menu as well.
“We’re going to have all Georgia beer and Georgia 

liquor,” Hartnett said.

His plan to open Cherokee Rose last year got 
scuttled by the COVID-19 pandemic.

“COVID took us way back,” Hartnett said. “Every-
body stopped working, obviously.”

But the wait served to create anticipation for 
future customers.

“COVID is obviously not over, but I think it’s going 
to be a little nutty when it opens,” he said.

“It’s kind of like a gift back to the city. I wanted 
to bring something extra nice to my hometown,” he 
added.

Hartnett said pandemic safety protocols will be 
followed.

The Stone Mountain City Council approved 
Cherokee Rose’s alcohol license in February and the 
restaurant passed its health inspection earlier this 
month.

Cherokee Rose is one of several new businesses 
opening in Stone Mountain recently. Health-con-
scious chicken wing restaurant Drumz N’ Flatz 
opened on Stone Mountain Freeway in April and 
bookstore and wine bar The Vibrary will open across 
the street from Cherokee Rose this month.

Cherokee Rose BBQ Bar & Kitchen owner Jonathan Hartnett. Photo 
courtesy Hartnett.



Ethan Lipman, 12, (l) and his sister Avery Lipman, 15, check their cell phones while sitting out the mandatory 15-min-
ute wait following their COVID-19 vaccinations during DeKalb Pediatric Center’s vaccine clinic on May 12, 2021. Ethan 

said it was quick and Avery said she was a little nervous going in, but it went pretty well. 
Certified Pediatric Nurse Practitioner Kris Evavold draws 

up a dose of Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine.
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By Dean Hesse, contributor 

Decatur, Ga. — On May 10, 2021, the U.S. Food 
and Drug Administration expanded the emergency 
use authorization for the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 
vaccine to include adolescents age 12 through 15.

DeKalb Pediatric Center on May 12 held a vacci-
nation event to give doses to patients who fall within 
this age range.

According to their website as of May 1, 2021, 
DeKalb Pediatric Center has given 4,600 vaccines to 
patients and members of the community.

The center is also working with City Schools of 
Decatur to get as many children started on the vacci-
ne as possible. DeKalb Pediatric Center is located at 
350 Wynn Way, Decatur 30030. For vaccine informa-
tion visit: dekalbpeds.com.

For more photos, check out the article online 
here.

P H O T O S  B Y  D E A N  H E S S E

Teens get COVID-19 vaccines

Bandages and alcohol wipes are laid out during DeKalb Pediatric Center’s COVID-19 vaccine clinic on May 12, 2021.

https://dekalbpeds.com/
https://decaturish.com/2021/05/photos-teens-get-covid-19-vaccines-at-dekalb-pediatric-center/
https://decaturish.com/2021/05/photos-teens-get-covid-19-vaccines-at-dekalb-pediatric-center/
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Top: Reagan Johnson, 14, with her mother Yvette Johnson, scrunches her face as she 
gets the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine from Registered Medical Assistant Melissa 
Dalton.
Bottom left: Zenobia Mustafa, 17, on right and her mother Rahfiya Mustafa sit out the 
15-minute waiting period after receiving the Pfizer-BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine. Zeno-
bia said a majority of her friends are getting vaccinated and to her it was the safe thing 

to do. She also said she influenced her mother to get the vaccine. “If my 17-year-old 
daughter gets it I should too,” said Rahfiya.
Bottom right: Medical Assistant Denrita Leonard on left, and Dr. Debby Pollack in back, 
hold signs to indicate they are ready for the next person during DeKalb Pediatric Cen-
ter’s COVID-19 vaccine clinic on May 12.
Photos by Dean Hesse.
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N O W  I S  A  G R E AT  T I M E
T O  R E F I N A N C E !

Whether you're looking to reduce your payment, get 
cash out or make home improvements, refinancing 

with Northpointe is simple.

Connect with me today!

Laura Witte
Loan Officer NMLS# 193027

404-456-8291
Laura.Witte@northpointe.com
Northpointe.com/laura-witte

Member
FDICThis is not a commitment to lend. All loans subject to credit review and approval.

https://www.northpointe.com/home-lending/get-started/laura-witte/?utm_source=decaturish.com&utm_campaign=decaturish.com&utm_medium=referral

