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FY22 Recommended Mitigation
Practices
❖ Continue to require mask wearing in schools at all levels and all
persons. Driving factors for this recommendation are:
➢ Current rise in COVID-19 cases in Fulton and DeKalb Counties
➢ Low vaccination rate in our school district for eligible students
➢ Mask wearing is required on school buses
❖ Practice physical distancing aligned with public health
recommendations:
➢ 3 feet for students
➢ 6 feet for adults
➢ 6 feet for all when masks are not worn for certain activities i.e., eating,
extracurricular activities
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FY22 Recommended Mitigation
Practices
❖ Handwashing and respiratory etiquette
➢ Sanitation stations in classrooms and high use areas
❖ Cleaning and maintaining healthy facilities
➢ Daily cleaning as advised by CDC and EPA
➢ Fogging of identified area when positive case reported
❖ Contact tracing in combination with isolation and quarantine
➢ Case reporting to public health as required by law
❖ Health Screenings
➢ Health Check for students
➢ Health Screenings through Kronos for employees
➢ Health screening bulletin posted upon entry at all buildings
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Tracking/Tracing COVID Cases
•

How will new COVID exposure cases be tracked? We will continue to track
COVID exposures through our self-report the following links:
➢ Student self-report form: http://tinyAPS.com/?CovidStudentForm
➢ Staff self-report form: http://tinyAPS.com/?CovidStaffForm
All staff are required to report positive COVID-19 tests or recent (within the
last 14 days) COVID-19 exposures

•

Who will be responsible for tracking/tracing COVID cases?

•

COVID Cases are tracked through collaborative efforts with School Nurses,
Health Services, and Data Information Group to collect and report data
How will contact tracing be handled?
Contact investigation and case management will be conducted by the
assigned nurse in collaboration with Health Services and Fulton County
Board of Health who conduct actual contact tracing.
Supervisors should use the link for COVID-19 Supervisor Guidance:
COVID-19 Guidance for Supervisors
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Surveillance Testing
❖ Staff are required to participate in twice
weekly surveillance testing
❖ Students weekly surveillance testing is
strongly encouraged
❖ Must have updated consent for testing staff
and students
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Updated DPH Isolation Guidance
❖ (If symptomatic) Home isolation can be discontinued if:
➢ At least 5 days* have passed since symptoms first appeared and
➢ At least 24 hours have passed since last fever without the use of fever-reducing
medications and
➢ Symptoms (e.g., cough, shortness of breath) have improved
❖ You may discontinue home isolation if you did NOT have symptoms when:
➢ At least 5 days have passed since the positive laboratory test and you remain
asymptomatic
➢ Note, if you later develop symptoms, you should follow the guidance for
symptomatic persons above.
❖ Day 0 = defined as either the date your symptoms started, if symptomatic, or the date
of your first positive test, if asymptomatic.
❖ If leaving isolation earlier than 10 days, you should continue to wear a mask
around others for the remainder of the 10 days. After 10 days, please continue to
follow local masking recommendations or ordinances.
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Updated DPH Quarantine Guidance
CDC and DPH recently updated the quarantine guidance to take into account booster
vaccines and elapsed time since last vaccine dose.
Regardless of vaccination status, all persons exposed to COVID-19 should wear a wellfitting mask for the 10 days following an exposure when around others.

Vaccinated individuals who meet the following criteria do NOT need to quarantine,
but should wear a mask for 10 days after exposure AND seek testing 5 days after
exposure:
● It has been at least 14 days (2 weeks) but less than 6 months since the completion of
a two-dose COVID-19 vaccination series,
● It has been at least 14 days (2 weeks) but less than 2 months since receiving a 1dose vaccine,
● It has been more than 6 months since completion of a 2-dose vaccine series or 2
months since a 1-dose vaccine, but they have received a booster,
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Quarantine guidance for individuals
who do not meet vaccination criteria
❖ Should quarantine at home except in case of emergency or to be tested for COVID19.
❖ The recommended time period for quarantine is 10 days, but may leave quarantine
any day after 5 full days have passed since your most recent exposure occurred if you
do NOT experience any symptoms of COVID-19 and continue to wear a well-fitting
mask around others for 5 additional days.
❖ If you are unable to quarantine or if you discontinue quarantine prior to 10 days, you
should continue to monitor your health and follow mitigation strategies until 10 days
after your most recent exposure and isolate immediately if symptoms develop.

8

9

APS Vaccination Rates
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Of those hospitalized for any reason
and tested for COVID-19, 96% were
unvaccinated

❖ In accordance with DPH, data is displayed as confirmed cases hospitalized
“for any reason” and tested positive for Covid-19. They were not necessarily
hospitalized due to Covid-19.
❖ Data on breakthrough cases among those fully vaccinated with booster
vaccines is not yet available.
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Upcoming Vaccination Events
December 18, total vaccinations
were 449:
Mays High School- 110
Sutton 7th and 8th Middle- 146
Jackson High- 158
Long Middle- 35
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47% of the new Fulton County COVID19 cases in the past 2 weeks occurred
in Atlanta

Source: FCBOH Epidemiology Report, Dec 30, 2021: https://www.fultoncountyga.gov/covid19/epidemiology-reports
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Per recent data,
Atlanta has a
higher density of
new COVID-19
cases when
compared to the
rest of Fulton
County
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Fulton and Dekalb County are both
experiencing high numbers of COVID-19
cases

Source: CDC COVID Data Tracker https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home
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Fulton and Dekalb County are both
experiencing high numbers of COVID-19
cases

Source: CDC COVID Data Tracker https://covid.cdc.gov/covid-data-tracker/#datatracker-home

16

During the most recent 14-day reporting period,
Atlanta saw an 860.8% increase in COVID-19 cases
compared to the previous 14-day reporting period
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Between 12/9 - 12/22, Atlanta saw a COVID-19
incidence rate of 1,277.9 cases per 100,000
persons
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Positivity trends in Fulton County started to
increase around mid-November
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Increase in percent positive COVID-19 tests are
across all age groups
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Surrounding metro-Atlanta Districts are
experiencing similar increases in COVID-19 cases
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There has been an overall increase in
COVID-19 Cases in the state of Georgia
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High Community Transmission
in Dekalb and Fulton
https://dph.georgia.gov/county-indicator-reports
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APS Self-Reported Positive Cases
Submitted between Saturday, December 18 at 12AM and Monday, January 3 at
1PM
Group

Self-Reported Cases

District Office Staff

63

School-based Staff

455

Students

261

Staff Self-Report Form
http://tinyaps.com/?CovidStaffForm
Student Self-report Forms
English: http://tinyaps.com/?CovidStudentForm
Spanish: http://tinyaps.com/?CovidEstudianteEspanol

❖ The Self-Report process has been in place since February 2021 to give students/families
and staff a centralized place to report positive COVID-19 cases and exposures to their
school/worksite
❖ The Self-Report forms are primarily used for notification purposes: principals, school nurses,
case investigators, and/or other designees are notified when a self-report form is submitted
❖ Data (i.e. group/worksite) is based on what the individual entered on the form

Decision to start semester
virtually
❖ Per CDC, schools should consider levels of community
transmission as they assess the risk of transmission within their
school. If community transmission is high and community
vaccination level is low, students and staff are more likely to
come to school while infectious and introduce SARS-CoV-2 into
the schools.
➢ A high transmission rate within school settings can make it
difficult to quickly identify close contacts and provide them
with guidance to quarantine.
➢ Can result in school clusters/outbreaks
➢ Can result in staff shortages
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Decision to start semester
virtually
❖ Utilizing the current 14-day incidence rate and the high
community transmission rate, a decision was made to initiate the
semester virtually.
➢ Current community transmission is high
➢ Current 14-day incidence rate in Atlanta is above 1,000 per
100,000 population. This is the highest incidence rate seen
in Atlanta throughout the COVID-19 pandemic
➢ Low vaccination rates among APS students
➢ Low vaccination rate in the Atlanta community
➢ Difficulty obtaining a COVID-19 test in the community
➢ Opportunity to promote vaccination events (Jan 8th)
➢ Opportunity to test APS staff and students to gather
information on APS positivity
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