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Purpose of the CSD Dyslexia Task Force
Mission

To support CSD in building an informed and educated school
community that proactively identifies struggling readers and
delivers sustainable, equitable, and proven effective reading
instruction for all students, including those who are identified
as having characteristics of dyslexia and or struggling readers
to become skilled lifelong readers.
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FINDINGS

CSD’s Current
screening process
includes these
screeners and
procedures for
additional testing:

Fall

Winter

Spring

MAP Reading
score below the
20%ile AND_
Acadience
Reading
Composite 13
or below

MAP Reading score
below the 20%ile

AND

Acadience Reading
Composite 85 or
below

MAP Reading score
below the 20%ile

AND
Acadience Reading
Composite 89

MAP Reading
score below the
20%ile AND
Acadience
Reading
Composite 97
or below

MAP Reading score
below the 20%ile
AND

Acadience Reading
Composite 100 or
below

MAP Reading score
below the 20%ile
AND

Acadience Reading
Composite 111

MAP Reading
score below the
20%ile AND
Acadience
Reading
Composite 109
or below

MAP Reading score
below the 20%ile
AND

Acadience Reading
Composite 145 or
below

MAP Reading score
below the 20%ile
AND

Acadience Reading
Composite 180

Fall

Winter

Spring

MAP Reading
score below the
20%ile AND
AlMSweb Oral
Reading
Fluency (ORF)
Score

67 or below

MAP Reading score
below the 20%ile
AND

AlMSweb ORF Score
85 or below

MAP Reading score
below the 20%ile

101 or below




Findings

The following are required areas that screeners must measure,
per SB48.

e Phonological and Phonemic Awareness

e Sound Symbol recognition

o Alphabet Knowledge
Decoding Skills
Rapid Naming
Encoding Skills




MAP Growth measures these areas in K-2:

Content

Phonics and Word Recognition
Foundational Skills Phonological Awareness
Print Concepts

Meaning, Context, Craft, and Structure
Literary and Informational Text Informational Text: Key Ideas, Details, Craft, Structure
Literature: Key ideas, Craft, Structure

Capitalize, Spell, Punctuate
Language: Grammar, Usage
Writing: Purposes: Plan, Develop, Edit
Text Types and Purposes, Research

Language and Writing

Vocabulary Acquisition and Use Word Meanings and Relationships

Language: Context Clues and References

Vocabulary U d Functi R
SO HHEIOnS Vocabulary Acquisition and Use




Acadience measures these areas (K-6): Not all
areas are measured in each grade level:

An Overview of the Acadience Reading Measures
Acadience Reading comprises six measures.

1. First Sound Fluency (FSF): The assessor says words, and the student says the first sound for
each word.

adience” Reading K-6 Assessment Manual Introduction to Acadience® Reading 2

Letter Naming Fluency (LNF): The student is presented with a sheet of letters and asked to name
the letters.

Phoneme Segmentation Fluency (PSF): The assessor says words, and the student says the
individual sounds in each word.

Nonsense Word Fluency (NWF): The student is presented with a list of VC and CVC nonsense
words (e.g., sig, rav, ov) and asked to read the words.

. Oral Reading Fluency (ORF): The student is presented with a reading passage and asked to read
aloud. The student is then asked to retell what he/she just read.

Maze: The student is presented with a reading passage in which some words are replaced by
a multiple choice box that includes the original word and two distractors. The student reads the
passage silently and selects the word in each box that best fits the meaning of the sentence.




Screening or
Monitoring

Print Concepts PC Screening
Initial Sounds IS Both
Letter Naming LNE Both
Fluency
Phoneme
Segmentation PS Both
Letter Word
Sounds Fluency o Both
Word Reading
Fluency WRF Both
Auditory -
Vocabulary AV Screening
Nonsense Word NWE Both
Fluency
Listening
Comprehension LC Screening
(PreK-Grade 2 only)
Spellin

£ e SP Screening
(PreK-Grade 2 only)

3 0 PUrpo ad de
O
Screening or
Monitoring
Oral Reading Fluency ORF Both ik | k| ykk
Readle. RC Screening v V¥ v'*
Comprehension
Vocabulary VO Screening el v v'*




Findings

® Current screening procedures require different assessments
at different grade levels in an attempt to meet all areas of the
screening mandate.

* Students must score below benchmark on 2 Universal
Screeners before the KTEA-IIl dyslexia screener is
administered.

®* Our assessment MAP Growth Reading does not effectively

m8easure all of the Foundational Reading Skills as stated in SB
4




Findings

Currently, in grade 3, Oral Reading Fluency is not universally screened for all
students unless they score below cut off for risk on MAP Growth Reading.

In 3rd grade MAP Growth Reading and Aimsweb do not measure foundational
skills (phonological awareness, print concepts etc.)

District may be missing some students that score above Universal Screening

Cut Scores (20th PR) on MAP Growth reading or do not have below benchmark
or %tile scores on *BOTH* screeners.

Administration of screening can be time consuming and requires personnel
capacity and expertise in administration due to Acadience, Aimsweb and
KTEA-III being individually administered.

Screening scores are a combination of Standard Scores, Criterion Referenced
Scores and Percentiles which doesn’t give a clear picture of granular skill levels.




Recommendations

District should utilize Universal Screeners that comprehensively meet all areas of SB48.

Students do not need to have below benchmark score on both Universal screeners to
qualify for further testing of characteristics of dyslexia (via KTEA-I1II).

Consider MAP Reading Fluency and Dyslexia Screener add-on as a universal screening
tool for grade K-8. (Dyslexia screener K-3)

Consider using cut-off scores that are aligned with CSD Multi-tiered Systems of Support.

Consider an updated screening process that also incorporates a child’s response to
intervention as a pathway for further Dyslexia Screening (via KTEA-III).

A focus should be made on progress monitoring in specific skill areas and timely transition
between TIERSs.




Recommended Screening process:

K-3rd universal SCREENING assessments:

Acadience (Beginning, Middle and End of Year for all) - 10 minute assessment

MAP Reading Fluency Dyslexia Screener (Once per term, per NWEA guidance) - 20 minute
assessment

Further screening assessments: KTEA-II|

Grades 4-8 Map Reading Fluency

SCREENING PROCESS:

Students who score below benchmark on Acadience OR MAP Reading Fluency (or MAP
Growth, although it is not being given as a *dyslexia screener®), will receive Tier 2 or Tier 3
evidence-based intervention in their area of need, with frequent progress monitoring and
timely transitions across tiers* After an initial 6-8 week progress monitoring period, students
who remain below benchmark proceed to take either KTEA or MAP Dyslexia Screener.

*See appendix




Recommended screening process:




Appendix: MAP Reading Fluency areas of measurement
(left) and Benchmark Test Subtypes (right):

htips:/teach.mapnwea.or®/impl/ MAPReadingFluencvGuide.pdf

1. Adaptive Oral Reading (recommended for most students): This most adaptive option
assesses students on Foundational Skills or oral reading fluency, depending on
performance during the test and grade

Recommended Pre-K through 5 K-5 Grade 1 (spring Available for K-3 only
grade levels only) and grades 2-
5

Tost content Oral reading fluency, ~ Phonological  Oralreadingfluency Foundationalreading I 9 Adanfive Oral Reading - Passages Only: Assesses students on oral eading skill only

literal comprehension,  Awareness and/or and literal skills and naming
and/or foundational Phonics & Word comprehension speed (Rapid : e : ;
reading sklls, Recogniton Adfomatiznd Naroing 3. Foundational Skill: Assesses students on Foundational Skils only
depending on test [RAN]); identifies i ; il y
sublype assigned: atickants with 4. Foundational Skills - Beginner: Assesses students on print concepts and early
universal screening for possible risk factors Foundational Skils only
possible reading for dyslexia or other

difficulty* reading difficulties




Appendix: MAP Dyslexia Screener areas of
measurement

https:/

WW.NWE g/resource-center screener N

The MAP Reading Fluency Dyslexia Screener measures the skills with which students with dyslexia and other reading
difficulties are likely to struggle.

SKILL AREA DESCRIPTION MAP READING FLUENCY

DYSLEXIA SCREENER MEASURES

Phonological and phonemic
awareness

The ability to recognize and manipulate sounds in spoken language.

Phonemic awareness is a subset of phonological awareness and
refers to the specific ability to focus on and manipulate individual
sounds (phonemaes) in spoken words.

Rhyme completion
Counting syllables

Initial sound matching
Onset-rime blending
Blending phonemes
Phoneme counting
Phoneme addition/deletion
Phoneme substitution

Sound symbol recognition

The ability to match the letters of written language to the sounds of
spoken language.

Letter sound fluency

Alphabet knowledge

The ability to name letters and distinguish letter shapes.

Letter knowledge

Decoding

The process of translating print into speech by rapidly matching a
letter or a group of letters to their sounds.

Word families: initial letter
Decoding: CVC

Decoding: single syllable
Sentence reading fluency

Encoding

The process of translating phonological information (sounds) into
symbols (a letter or group of letters). Encoding is commonly referred
to as spelling.

Building words: one letter
Building words: CVC
Building words: single syllable

Rapid naming

The ability to quickly retrieve and encode phonological information into
spoken words.

Rapid naming (objects)

Vocabulary

Knowledge of word meanings.

Picture vocabulary

Language comprehension

The ability to understand spoken language, measured by matching
pictures to spoken sentences.

Listening comprehension




Appendix: KTEA-III
Areas of assessment

Subtest Descriptions

This test includ, b to ¢ listening, speaking, reading, writing, and mathematics skills. The following is a
description of each sub

that was admini d to your child.

Letter & Word Recognition The student identifies letters and reads grade-appropriate words.
Nonsense Word Decoding The student prc de-up words.

The student reads symbols, words, sentences, and passages appropriate to his or her grade
level, and then responds to comprehension questions.

Reading Comprehension

Readinig Vocabiilary Thc student reads a word in the context of a picture (c:.irly items) or a sentence (later
items), and then selects a word that means the same thing.

Reading Fluency

Word Recognition Fluency The student reads as many words as possible within a time limit.

Decoding Fluency The student reads as many made-up words as possible within a time limit.

The student has two minutes to silently read simple questions, and circle yes or no to each

Silent Reading Fluency
one.
Mathematics

The student solves math problems that relate to real life situations and assess skills such as

Mathi Concepls & Applications number concepts, arithmetic, time and money, and measurement.

Math Computation The student solves written math calculation problems.

Math Fluenc The student writes s to simple arithmetic problems within a time limit. Problems
Y include addition and subtraction, and for later items, multiplication and division.

The student hears a story presented with pictures in a booklet and completes the story by

Winttes Bxpeesson writing letters, words, sentences, and (for students in grade 1 or higher) an essay.

Spelling The student writes single letters and spells words dictated by the examiner.

Writing Fluency 11;::‘ writes simp

Oral Language

The student listens to r passages, and then responds to comprehension
Listening Comprehension
questions.

cach one describing a different picture, within a time

The student says a sentence to describe a photograph. Later items require the use of

Oral Expression specific words or phrases.

The student has 60 seconds to say as many words as possible that belong to a particular

Asciabion b Etaency category, such as animals or games.

o ace Processi
Language Processing

Phonological Processing The student responds orally to items that require ipulation of the ds within words.
Object Naming Facility The student names pictured objects as quickly as possible.

Letter Naming Facility The student names upper- and lowercase letters as quickly as possible.




Appendix: Resources behind our reasoning
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Appendix: Resources behind our reasoning




Teacher Learning Workgroup




Professional Learning Framework

Foundational Knowledge —— Specific to Curriculum /
Program / Assessment




Professional Learning Framework Goals

o o

PLC Structure + Integration
into practice

PLC Structure + Integration
into practice




Structured Literacy Training (K-5, completed or enrolled)

optional- 13 paras

Summer 23- LETRS 1 principal-
for Admin Fall OG course
Both DRCs Summer 23- LETRS Both DRCs
for Admin OG Summer Training




Professional Learning Framework

Foundational SoR Knowledge «—— Specific to Curriculum / Program / Assessment

Basic / Proficient SoR Understanding «—— Advanced / Specialized Understanding

Teachers: K-5 Classroom, SPED, Paras
Instructional Coaches and Specialists
School-Based Instructional Leadership
District Instructional Leadership

«— Roles —»




Instructional Framework

Inquiry-based -

. . ), 4 International Baccalaureate
U CG |O n MaStery of KnOWIedge & Skills | Baccalauréat International
y Bachillerato Internacional
K-2

Tier IlI- Students
needing targeted

intervention
2 sessions per
week

Learner
Profile

Character

Aimsweb

High Quality Work Transdisciplinary




Curriculum Based Training- Based on Perception of
principals




Structured Literacy Assessment Administration
and Data Interpretation Training




Currently Planned PL for 2023-24

Summer (June) Orton Gillingham Course, OG Certified courses on specific topics, OG
Practicum

(Cost: OG 70 hour- $16,000 for session, max 20 seats or $1,200 per person)

Continue to require new teachers to get Hill course ($150 per person) and Fundations
Launch Workshop ($299 per person)

Focus on SPED and EIP teachers- Wilson Reading System in pre-planning ($679 per
person for Intro), 3-day training in July 2023 *roughly $64,000 for 50 people

10 hour admin/non-OG certified online course
LETRS- Instructional Coaches, Leaders do LETRS for administrators




Professional Learning is ONE piece of the pie

Six Elements of

) ) The Teacher Learning Workgroup talked about how
Equitable Literacy Outcomes professional learning is one piece of the pie, contingent
upon many factors, including but not limited to:

e Support and investment (time, talent, treasure) from
district and school leadership
Clear and feasible district PD plan
Scheduled weekly time for PD
Stipends/subs as needed
Aligned, clear and coordinated educational
approaches (Ex. EL, IB, ARC, FUNdations)
Aligned and available instructional materials
Instructional Coaching to model, support and
observe practices
Aligned data and assessments that inform
instruction, intervention etc.
Tier 1 & Tier 2 instructional alignment and
coordination - including ALL faculty/staff who work
with students

Intervention

Sample Framework




Making it Work for Teachers

Protecting Teacher Time

Blending substitute coverage and stipends for PL

Purposeful use of monthly half days for literacy professional learning, scope and sequence
outlined at the beginning of the school year

- Hill SoR cohort- new teachers
- Wilson Reading cohort -(SpEd and EIP)




Rollout

FUNdations implementation with fidelity in every classroom

LETRS for Leaders (Principals, APs + District Instructional Leader
(2023-24)

LETRS Training 100% Instructional Coaches (2023-24)

Wilson Reading System for Grades 2-12 EIP & Special Ed (2023-24)
LETRS Training 100% EIP & Special Ed (2024-25)




Final Thoughts and Reflections

Are we willing to align our investments to structured literacy ( explicit, systematic,
sequential, cumulative and diagnostic instruction in reading and writing), aligned to
the Science of reading - including but not limited to core reading programs,
assessments, intervention, teachers training, instructional coaching, etc.?

Without alignment, we undermine our own investments.

2. Towhat extent and with what urgency are we willing to leverage time, talent, and
treasure needed to ensure every child-facing adult is trained in structured literacy?

We can not lead what we do not know.




Parent Resources

Courtney Simon
Patti Nation Fornwalt
Lori Garrett
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ew CSD Dyslexia Webpage Mock-up cvor

District Home Our Schools Translate Language Website Admin

City Schools of Decatur Home  OurDistrict  TeachingandLearning  Families ~Community  Calendar

Home > Our District > Departments > Teaching and Learning > English Language Arts > Dyslexia Resources Popular Links

ELA Dyslexia Resources

English Language Arts

ELA Overview
Reading Frequently Asked Questions

Resources
Guidance IDA Handbook Advocating

Georgia Standards of Excellence
Resources

Curriculum Information

Return to Departments DyS IeXia FAQ'S




CSD Dyslexia Web Page Enhancements

e Relocate from MTSS to ELA page (Teaching and Learning = English Language
Arts = Dyslexia Resources)

e Include on the updated page information such as:
o Dyslexia introduction (what it is and isn’t, maybe myths, indicators by age,

glossary of common terms or similar information)
Laws overview/links SB48, IDEA, etc
Pilot overview, both CSD and links to State info
Visuals/Graphics: Tables/process flows for important information like MTSS,
the screening steps (easier to understand than lots of words)
Parent/Guardian advocacy information (requesting psych, etc.)

FAQs - address remaining after website is created
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1SGEbIGNNx_Qv369jWeEGS9gB9ThgEdY9/edit




Frequently Asked Questions

In an effort to provide as much information as possible in an easily accessible
way, we suggest a comprehensive FAQ section that would include questions and
responses in the following categories:

General Literacy (instruction and how students learn to read)
Universal Assessment/Dyslexia Screener

Struggling Readers

Dyslexia Information

Evaluation

Intervention/MTSS

Other/General




CSD Dyslexia Campaign 2023-2024

In preparation for the implementation of the mandated Dyslexia screening in the 2024-25 school
year, we propose information, education and interaction opportunities throughout the 2023-24

school year. Our proposed plan can be found here: Campaign Plan

e Launch new webpage e Dyslexia Awareness Month

Scrolling ticker or shadow box on activities ; ; ;
9 e Scrolling ticker or shadow box on e February is Dyslexia Day at the Capitol

CSD homepage CSD home page

/‘\. /‘\‘ /‘\‘ _—

o Highlight new webpage at e Mid-year Screener & GMAS results Highlight resources at K-Day in
Curriculum Night available April

e Parent Communication on Dyslexia EQY Screener results available
& Screeners (K-3) Provide summer reading resources

in May

Principal Coffee Chats




